
 

 

William G. Vandenburgh, Professor Emeritus of the Department of Kinesiology, Passed Away 

December 5, 2019. 

 

 

William G. Vandenburgh, Professor Emeritus of the Department of Kinesiology, passed away 

December 5, 2019. He began his career at Cal State Hayward (East Bay) in 1960. He was awarded the 

B.S. degree in 1949 and the M.S. degree in 1950 from the University of Washington. He received the 

Ed.D. in 1953 from Columbia University. He retired in 1988 and was awarded emeritus status.  

 

At this link, the Pioneers’ website, you will find more information about Prof. Vandenburgh’s career 

at the university: https://eastbaypioneers.com/news/2019/12/9/pioneers-first-mens-basketball-coach-

and-kinesiology-chairman-bill-vandenburgh-passes-away.aspx 

 

Here is part of a tribute from Linda Mandolini, President of Eden Housing of Hayward: 

 

“It is with great sadness that I pass on the news that Eden’s founding Board member, William “Bill” 

Vandenburgh passed away.   As many of you know, Bill was a driving force behind the formation of 

Eden in 1968. He and several others came together to do something about what was then known as 

Open Housing. Today we know it as fair housing.  That first board of volunteers went to work on a 

CA ballot initiative for Open Housing, which sadly did not pass.   Undeterred, Bill and the other 

founders came together and started building housing, first they adopted 6 families and did a Habitat 

for Humanity-style self-help project. For their second act as a board, they built Josephine Lum Lodge 

- a 150-unit affordable senior housing complex here in Hayward, that we still own today.  That first 

board did that work as volunteers, an amazing feat … .” 

 

A few years ago, Bill and his wife, Rita, moved to Oregon to be close to his daughter, Laura, who 

serves as Dean of the School of Art and Design at the University of Oregon.  If you’d like to send 

condolences, you can send them to Rita Vandenburgh, 636 D Street, Springfield, OR 97477.  

 

Obituary https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/william-vandenburgh-obituary?pid=194666302  
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