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Legislative Affairs & Lobby Corps Meeting Minutes of December 6, 2013

I. CALL TO ORDER: Chair Leopold calls meeting to order at 3:18 PM.
II. ROLL CALL
Members Present 		Absent Members 		Guests
Jordan Leopold		Derek Aitken			Tyler Dragoni
Marie Alexandra Ibarra	Monica Juarez			Alejandra Wahl 
John Quach
Leilani Camarillo
Shuaib Amiri
David Lopez
Rosa Hernandez 

III. ACTION ITEM - Approval of the Agenda
Chair Leopold approves the Agenda. 

IV. ACTION ITEM – Approval of the Minutes of November 22, 2013
Chair Leopold approves the Minutes of November 22, 2013.	

V. PUBLIC COMMENT
Public Comment is intended as a time for any member of the public to address the committee on any issues affecting ASI and/or the California State University, East Bay.
Members of the public introduce themselves to the committee.
Tyler Dragoni comments on his dislike for the smoking policy that they have on campus, and that the parking is strictly enforced but the smoking ban isn’t. 
· Chair Leopold mentions that Tyler should bring this issue up at one of their Board meetings. 

NEW BUSINESS
VI. INFORMATION ITEM – DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS	
Chair Leopold addresses the following:
· He’s assigned Susan Bonilla she’s an Assembly Member of the 14th district. 
· Some political interests of hers from her website are: mostly focused on economic development, environmental protection, use services, energy efficiency, small businesses, home owners, and global warming.
· He didn’t really see her interests on education or higher education.





· In the committee folder that he provided to them, he directed them to the legislator’s bio folder for reference for this report. Each bio has brief information regarding each representative. It also shows their votes on some of the bills that CSSA had their eyes on this past year and their stance on some of the CSU issues.
· His representative is supportive of Cal Grants. She’s on the budget subcommittee. Given that she’s on the budget subcommittee, they definitely need to build a stronger relationship with her. He’ll do more research on her stance on higher education.
· His representative is the chair for business professions and consumer protection. She’s on the utilities and commerce committee and health. Her past occupations: she was a high school English teacher and she also sat on Concord City Council. She attended CSU Los Angeles.
· Another member he was assigned was Bob Wieckowski, he’s an assembly member of the 25th district. His political interests are: job creations, environment protections, reduction of unnecessary regulations, small businesses, and biotechnology research. They’ve built a good relationship with Bob Wieckowski in the past; this is based off of his information from last year’s Director of Legislative Affairs. He also came to East Bay’s CSSA meeting in October. Chair Leopold mentions that even though they do have a good relationship with Wieckowski, it can always be better and they can invite him to some of their events like Earth Month and have him participate and speak his thoughts on environmental protection. The committees that Wieckowski sits on are: he’s the chair of the judiciary committee, member of health insurance committee, member of public employees committee, and a member of retirement and social services committee. His past occupations are: was vice mayor of Fremont, he served on numerous boards and commissions in Fremont, he was a small business owner, and he was a bankruptcy attorney. His schooling includes UC Santa Clara and Santa Clara University Law School. Chair Leopold states that based off of past encounters with Wieckowski, Wieckowski is very student oriented and friendly. He also voted yes on all of the Cal Grant Bills. 
Lopez states that he did Assembly Member Skinner. Her district cities are Richmond, Berkeley, and Pinole. Her political interests are: economic development, environmental protection, youth service energy efficiency, small businesses, home owners advocate, and global warming. Some committees she’s in: she founded local governments for sustainability serving the climate group, east bay regional board of directors, and more. Her previous occupations are: academic affairs vice president, and was elected to the Berkeley city council. She attended UC Berkeley. She supports Cal Grants and is mainly a supporter for green energy rather than higher education. Chair Leopold states that they can also invite her to the green events that they’ll be having on campus. Chair Leopold states that he can also use his own personal connection to the east bay regional parks with her seeing that she’s a board member. 




Hernandez states that she had Senator Loni Hancock and she’s from district 9. Her political interests are: criminal justice, government reform, environment protection, public education, social justice, and public safety. She’s really big on higher education. She went to Ithaca College. Her professional background includes: The Carter Administration Staff and she was the first woman mayor of Berkeley. The committees that she’s on: she’s a chair of public safety, subcommittee on public safety judiciary, member on budget and fiscal review education elections and constitutional amendment. She’s really big on Cal Grants and she’s also really interested in transfer students that transition from community colleges to CSU’s. The committee discusses ways they can connect with her on a personal level regarding the last fact mentioned. Chair Leopold mentions how it’s important to connect with the assembly members on a personal level. 
Amiri discusses Senator Mark DeSaulnier: 
· The key issues he has taken a leadership role in are: government reform, labor, transportation, environment, healthcare, local government, and public safety.
· In the senate, he chairs the transportation and housing committee and he sits on the senate committees on budget and fiscal review, and energy utilities and communication.
· He has been a strong advocate for the more vulnerable populations of California. 
· He has been re-elected 3 times.
· He champions several local issues.
· He earned his B.A. in History from the College of the Holy Cross. 
· As a young man in Massachusetts he worked for the Boston Juvenile Court as a warehouse worker and as a hotel service employee.  
· He’s also been a successful small business owner.
· Amiri discusses how the senator is really big on energy causes. 
Camarillo discusses Ellen Corbett :
· She’s a native California resident and she attended local school’s including Chabot Community College and she graduated from UC Davis and George School of Law. 
· She was a chair of the committee on emerging technology, biotechnology, and green energy. 
· Chair Leopold asks Camarillo to talk with the Director of Environmental Affairs about collaborating with her and the assembly members that are green/environmentally friendly. 
· Amiri mentions that he interned for this particular person and he states that she’s a really big supporter of minorities in the Bay Area. She’s great with outreaching to minorities. He’s not sure about her stance on higher education but she really addresses current and environmental issues.
· The Political Science Club members suggest that they bring in Nancy O’Malley, the district attorney for Alameda County, for their political week because she’s already willing to do something with this campus.



Quach discusses Assembly Member Rob Banta:
· He did his undergrad in history at Yale University.
· He’s very supportive of higher education and is a strong advocate for minorities.
· He’s helping to raise money for victims of hurricane Typhoon Haiyan. 
· He’s big on worker’s right.
· The committee discusses ways they can build a relationship/connection with him.
· He’s a representative of Oakland, San Leandro, and Alameda. 
Chair Leopold states that he will make sure everyone in the committee has access to all of the information that is being presented.
50:42

VII. INFORMATION ITEM – GUIDE TO ADVOCACY: CALLING LEGISLATORS	 
Chair Leopold addresses the following:
· Before going into the call, know information about the legislator. 
· You probably won’t speak with the actual legislator on the phone.
· Plan to call a few weeks before you’d like to meet with the legislator. The sooner you call the better. Whether or not you’ll get to meet with your legislator on your desired date depends on how busy the legislator is. 
· Call the district or county office to schedule a meeting.
· Take down name, number, and email of scheduler.
· Ask for a meeting and be flexible with the time and date that’s given. Also, let them know fully what the meeting is about.
· If the legislator is unavailable to meet with them, they can possibly meet with the aid or education specialist if that office has one. 
· After requesting the meeting, thank the person you’re speaking with and be appreciative. 
· While on the call, be lively, understanding, and friendly with the person you’re speaking with.
· After the call, you want to follow up immediately via email with the scheduler thanking them again and stating points that were discussed during the call. Wait 3-4 days after this to follow up again with the scheduler via email or phone to confirm a time and date.
· Be persistent in the follow up and show that it’s something that’s urgent for you. 
Tyler Dragoni suggests that they create a script as well.
· Chair Leopold reads the script that he used when he called one of the legislators offices.  
· Amiri mentions that on the phone, you really do want to get to the point, because these people are busy and they constantly get calls.
· Chair Leopold states that they should get to the point but for them to also be friendly, and that his script is also available for everyone to view.
1:04:27




VIII. ROUNDTABLE REMARK
Dragoni: University Choir is having their concert Saturday at 1pm. The theater department is doing Alice in Wonderland this upcoming week on the 13, 14, and 15th. 
The committee discusses different events on campus that they’re participating in and inviting Assembly Member Rob Banta to one of them. 
  
IX. ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned at 4:26 PM.

	Minutes Reviewed By: 
	Legislative Affairs Committee Chair
	Name: Jordan S. Leopold
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