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Elections Committee Meeting Minutes of May 8
`, 2015
I. CALL TO ORDER: Chair Yusufi calls meeting to order at 9:01AM. 
II. ROLL CALL
	Members Present
	Absent Members
	Guests

	Jalila Jones

Anjila Yusufi

Asha Ravi Mohammed

Ishita Thanki

Stan Hebert


	Marguerite Hinrichs


	Erik Pinlac

Jordan S. Leopold

Ainsley Shallcross

Pablo Garnica

David Lopez

Stacey Acosta

Martin Castillo

Supreet Narula

Hamdi Ghanim

Marie Ibarra


III. ACTION ITEM - Approval of the Agenda
Motion: (Jones) to approve the agenda.

Motion carries. 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT - Public Comment is intended as a time for any member of the public to address the committee on any issues affecting ASI and/or the California State University, East Bay.
No Public Comment.
Amendment I: (Jones) to amend agenda and move INFORMATION ITEM – Tentative Election Results to be discussed later being that Stan Hebert is not present to deliver the results.

Amendment I carries. 

V.DISCUSSION ITEM – Grievances 
Chair Yusufi addresses the following:

· Grievance 1: Double posting against Christina
· Motion: (Jones) to take action on the grievance that has been filed against Christina. 

Motion carries.

· Grievance 2: Filed against Christina for posting at a housing bulletin board.
· Castillo states that as person overseeing housing, permission would not have been granted to any candidate to post because it is against housing policy. Housing will be treating the 
Act as a conduct violation and video footage is being looked at to see who actually posted the posters. The information will be shared with the Elections Committee. 
· Chair Yusufi states that she let Christina know of the grievance filed against her.
· Acosta asked what needs to be done in order for this to be considered as a grievance being that it was stated in the mandatory candidates meeting that posting at housing was prohibited. It was also stated that each candidate was responsible for their own flyers.  
· Shallcross stated that she would like to see the whole investigation go through being that there is a slight possibly of an opponent posting at housing.
· Castillo addresses Acosta and states that it is considered a grievance but investigation needs to occur as well. 
· Motion: (Jones) to consider the grievance and take further action by conducting investigation.

Motion carries.     
· Grievance 3: Tentative position was used to endorse other candidates.
· Dean of Students Hebert stated that it is strongly discouraged for ASI officers to use their position as part of campaigning and for this particular case it looks like it was the error that was made. 
· Interim Executive Director Pinlac states that in the adopted elections codes it states that individual board members can endorse candidates but the whole board cannot endorse a candidate. 
· Elections committee did not take action to consider case as a grievance. 
· Grievance 4: Jones was approached about posters in Athletics. 
· Chair Yusufi states that an email was sent out to everybody last week to take down posters if they are no longer in the run-offs by Monday midnight, however, there were pictures submitted to the elections committee of many posters that were still up. 
· Jones stated that it is strongly advised for candidates to take down their posters immediately solely because athletics need the space for the golf tournament that happens this weekend and she believes there is a track meet that will be happening this upcoming weekend. 
· Dean of Students Hebert asked if there will be a deadline before further action is taken.
· Jones states that she does not believe it is necessary since it was stated about a week ago to remove their posters and if they have not taken them down by now they should be removed by the end of today. 
· Thanki suggested that another email be sent out regarding the removal of the posters. 
· Leopold asked if in order for a grievance to take place does it have to be filed by another candidate or can the committee file a grievance.
· Jones stated that she brought this grievance to the elections committee because she was approached several times about it. 
· Dean of Students Hebert states that grievances can come from anybody in the community. 
· Some grievances have come from outside the campus for posting on the roads leading to campus. 
· Interim Executive Director Pinlac states that the deadline was made by the Elections committee and it was not part of the elections packet. He believes it is a matter of correction. The mandatory things are in the elections packet and the deadline to remove posters was not included so he does not see giving a grievance base off of this. He states that he has taken not to include a deadline to remove the poster in the elections packet for next year. 
· Thanki states that in her opinion every candidate should take deadlines seriously no matter what.  
· Dean of Students Hebert states that what really is being talked about is good examples of leadership and campus pride which shouldn’t have to be legislative. Members who are all running for a campus leadership positions maybe a reminder messages to remove all campaign items no matter where they are on campus can be sent out. The elections committee should not have to threaten students with a particular action especially grievance regarding something as basic as campus pride and leadership. He reminds the elections committee that there leadership is on display so to show campus who they are. He states that there are other visitors coming to campus and we want to make sure the campus looks clean. 
· Brown-Parker asked if it would be inappropriate for Jones to remove the posters herself at the time so that she would not get in trouble at work. 
· Chair Yusufi states that there were many flyers put up and the committee did not want to be responsible for putting them down. 

· Interim Executive Director Pinlac states that the university posting policy states that all posters are supposed to have a date and when it is past the date they can be taken down by anyone. 
· Chair Yusufi acknowledges that in fact the university posting policy does state that and she adds that it also states that posters should have contact information as well. However, none of the candidate’s posters had contact information. 

· Thanki states that we are all responsible for maintaining campus clean. 

· Shallcross commented that at Michael Cesena’s previous school, results of elections were not presented until all the posters were removed from campus. 

· Interim Executive Director Pinlac asked what it is that the university does to posters that are up but the deadline or the date on them has already passed.

· Dean of Students Hebert states that posters are removed if they are from off-campus and they are frequently doing so then they are banned from posting. Same action would be given to those who are from campus however they will be forwarded to Student Conduct since it is a campus violation. 
· Interim Executive Director Pinlac states that he would not want the committee to create new policies and regulations since there are already these regulations in place. He believes an email should be sent out that the posters should be put down as soon as possible heeding or they might get further action by the university. 

41:07
VI. INFORMATION ITEM - Tentative Election Results

Chair Yusufi yields the floor to Dean of Students Hebert to discuss the following:

· Run Off Elections - 1,104 votes were cast
· 1,626 votes cast on May 5

· 478 votes cast on May 6

· Results for Senator of College of Business
· Supreet Narula (Winning with 131 votes)

· Silvia Ortiz-Rosales (82 votes)

· Results for Senator of College of Science

· Christina Sanchez (Winning with 299 votes)

· Nesreen Albanna (279 votes)

· Results for Director of Legislative Affairs

· Pablo Garnica (Winning with 528 votes)

· Michael Ratcliffe (442 votes)

· Results for Director of Sustainability

· Rebecca Ayala 650

· Sujeeth Eada 311

· There was error with the calculations of the votes and so the results provided in the previous meeting were correct. Ainsley Shallcross should have been in the runoffs. The recommendation was that if any of the candidates withdraw then the elections would go to the prevailing candidate. If none of candidates withdraw then there will be another run-off. The proposed date from IT to have the one day run-offs elections is a Thursday because that would generate the most votes and allow time for campaigning.
· Dean of Students Hebert states that results are not going to be announced as the final results pending the certification by the university president at this time for the Senator of College of Science and Director of Sustainability. 

· Chair Yusufi states that the winners for Senator of College of Science and Director of Sustainability will not be announced being that there is an investigation going occurring on Christina Sanchez and the miscalculation on behalf of IT on the votes for Director of Sustainability. The date to have that one day runoff elections would need to change from Thursday to an earlier date being the tight schedule that is getting the information to the university’s president for his certification. 

· Shallcross asked the committee to keep in mind that candidates in the runoffs would need some time to campaign so to not move the date to be too early in the week. 

56:35

VII. ROUNDTABLE REMARKS

Lopez: Congrats to Pablo. To the elections committee, it is your duty to do everything; I am just voicing my 
concern. It might seem like I am arguing with you but that is not my intention. I personally wouldn’t sit in the elections committee because it is the hardest committee in my opinion. Our advisors have done a great job helping the elections committee. 

Garnica: I just want to say thank you.  
Leopold: I want to say that it was an intense election this year. I am really amazed at all the campaigning. In my four years I had not witnessed elections this intense and competitive. Good job to the Chair and to all those in the elections committee for having to make hard calls and it is not easy. I want to commend the candidates for making strong arguments. 

Hebert: The president’s office received a complaint from a student regarding the elections process. The complaint was forwarded to me and I was able to talk to the student and its possible that the individual sit in the elections committee next year. My comment is more to candidates, the entire campus is watching, leadership is on display. The student who filed the complaint was not actually a candidate so that was not a display of leadership but a poor attempt to file a complaint. Those who read the message said that there was nothing to complain about.  In addition to the grammatical errors it was not a well-constructed complaint. I assured them that that is not the way our student leaders look at their offices in the way that they are conducting themselves and that is more of my aspiration for you for all of us here. When you do see candidates that have a posting in the wrong place, whether they are a friend or foe in the elections, tell them. So that it is fair to all students. If someone needs help taking down posters help them out. That is the pioneer spirit, that is what ASI is all about and that is what I am looking forward to the new leadership coming because that is the example that has been set by the ASI leaders in our recent years. Congratulations to those who are officially or unofficially officers for the next year.
Shallcross: I just want to let people know that I will be making my decision in the next few hours.  

Brown-Parker: I really just want to reiterate what Hebert said about ASI being family. Yes eyes are on us and when you wear the logo or anything associated with ASI it brings me in that foe too. If I see you doing something that you are not supposed to be doing I am obligated to tell you something because you are representing ASI. Your ASI first then you are Cal State East Bay. Please do keep that in mind and think about the ultimate outcome. 

Thanki: I would like to thank all the advisors, candidates and everyone who has been trying to help us with the elections process and figuring out stuff. If anybody has any suggestions please do email them to the chair. We are looking forward for some very good suggestions. I really want to thank the advisors for all the support.  

Yusufi: Thanks everybody. I am sorry if anyone of you had gone through difficulties during your campaign. I apologize to Ainsley and Rebecca for having to deal with this. I hope we can move on, have a good week next week and hopefully have all the issues resolved. Thank you all for coming
1:03:30

VIII. ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned at 10:04.

Minutes Reviewed by:

Elections Committee Chair

Name: Anjila Yusufi

Minutes Approved on:

5-15-15
Date:
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