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Election Committee Meeting Minutes March 05th, 2025 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER at 2:20 PM 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

Present: Harshitha Sontika, Destiny Escatel, Elia Varela, Ashley Depappa, Lulu Yang 

Absent: Aditi Vaidya, Heather Gardley, James Carroll 

 

III. ACTION ITEM - Approval of the Agenda 

Motion to approve the agenda of Elections Committee meeting of March 5th, 2025 by H. Sontika, 

seconded by D. Escatel, motion CARRIED. 

 

IV. ACTION ITEM - Approval of the Minutes of February 26th, 2025 

Motion to approve the minutes of the Elections Committee meeting of February 26th, 2025 by H. 

Sontika, seconded by D. Escatel, motion CARRIED. 

 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT – Public Comment is intended as a time for any member of the public 

to address the committee on any issues affecting ASI and/or the California State University, 

East Bay. 

No public comment. 

4:39 

 

VI. UNFINISHED ITEMS: 

A. INFORMATION ITEM - Marketing Brainstorm 

The Elections Committee will discuss marketing ideas for the Elections. 

 

Motion to move Information Item A to be discussed after Information Item D approved by 

D. Escatel, seconded by H. Sontika, motion CARRIED. 

 

L. Yang reports that J. Carroll has mentioned about making the flyers and working on a 

video for the forum. A. Depappa asks whether marketing for the voting period has been 

planned already, over which L. Yang confirms to set up the voting tents and proposes a 

candy gram distribution to engage student. Further suggests sending a layout to the 

committee and organization a work session to prepare the materials. A. Depappa offers to 

help cut materials over the weekend while traveling with a board member. L. Yang agrees 
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to send an email with details about the voting period to A. Depappa, J. Carroll and H. 

Gardley. 

 

D. Escatel inquires about a dress code for the forum. A. Depappa confirms that committee 

members should wear East Bay gear. Further adds to inform if anyone does not have East 

Bay apparel, they should wear red and black. Also offers that she will check if additional 

ASI shirts can be provided.  

6:55 

 

B. INFORMATION ITEM - Elections Timeline 

The Elections Committee will review the Elections Timeline. 

A. Depappa begins with an acknowledgment that the committee is progressing well through 

the timeline, with most of March already covered. Next week, there are two candidate open 

forums scheduled on Tuesday and Wednesday from 12:00 PM to 1:30 PM. Members 

confirm their availability, with E. Varela stating she will be doing Wednesday the whole 

day. While another, D. Escatel confirms availability on Wednesday too. H. Sontika confirms 

her availability for Tuesday. H. Sontika also informs the Committee members that L. Yang 

is also available on Tuesday. 

A. Depappa advises the Committee members to meet in the office 30 minutes early, by 

11:30 AM, to allow time for setup. However, flexibility is provided, and those running late 

or unable to attend are asked to send a message for coordination. The discussion then shifts 

to voting, which is scheduled for March 17th through 19th, 2025. Voting will be conducted 

strictly online, with potential polling sessions where iPads will be available for student 

access. However, no paper ballots will be used. A. Depappa concludes with a reminder that 

one more session remains before voting begins. A key point is reiterated that candidates are 

not allowed to form a polling station, the only authorized group to provide a polling station 

is the Election Committee. Any attempts by candidates or other organizations to set up 

informal polling stations or provide voting resources through tabling are not permitted. 

A. Depappa further informs about the grievance submissions, the final deadline is Friday, 

March 21st, at 12:00PM. Any grievances received after this deadline will not be processed. 

As of now, there are no grievances filed.  

L. Yang is recognized at 2:30PM.  
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C. DISCUSSION ITEM - Grievances 

The Elections Committee will discuss the filed grievances. 

 

E. Varela and D. Escatel confirms that there is currently no grievance filed or notified to 

the committee. 

 

D. INFORMATION ITEM- Candidate Forums 

The Elections Committee will discuss the Candidate Forums. 

 

L. Yang reports meeting with J. Carroll last Wednesday and discussing about the candidate 

forum and marketing for the upcoming election, which is about 50% complete. L. Yang is 

currently reviewing the forum structure and questions. A. Depappa reminds the committee 

about the importance of arriving early for the Tuesday forum session, asking if L. Yang is 

available by 11:30 AM to assist with the setup. L. Yang confirms her availability for 

Tuesday. 

L. Yang further seeks clarification on an email from J. Carroll regarding flyers for the 

event, unsure about the specific details of the flyers he requested. A. Depappa offers to assist 

after the meeting to clarify what is needed. 

13:25 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS ITEMS 

 

A. ACTION ITEM: Spring Meeting Dates  

The ASI Sustainability Committee will be taking votes on Spring Meeting dates which was 

discussed in the last meeting held on February 12th 2025.  

No new business items. 

17:00 

 

VIII. SPECIAL REPORTS 

No special reports. 

17:08 

 

IX. ROUND TABLE REMARKS 

A. Depappa thanks everyone for their hard work, especially in her absence last week due to illness. 

She acknowledges the delay in responding to election-related emails and assures the committee that 
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all pending emails will receive responses by the end of the week. L. Yang adds that she may be late 

to Wednesday’s meeting due to an extended class schedule and a long commute via BART. 

18:34 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT at 2:39 PM 

 

Minutes reviewed and approved by: 

Vice Chair of Elections Committee: 

Aditi Yogesh Vaidya 

 

 

Minutes approved on: 

03/12/2025 

Date 

Aditi Yogesh Vaidya (Mar 12, 2025 15:43 PDT)
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