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Election Committee Meeting Minutes March 12th, 2025 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER at 2:10 PM 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

Present: Harshitha Sontika, Destiny Escatel, Elia Varela, Ashley Depappa, James Carroll 

Absent: Aditi Vaidya, Lulu Yang, Heather Gardley 

 

III. ACTION ITEM - Approval of the Agenda 

Motion to approve the agenda of Elections Committee meeting of March 12th, 2025 by D. Escatel, 

seconded by H. Sontika, motion CARRIED. 

 

IV. ACTION ITEM - Approval of the Minutes of March 5th, 2025 

Motion to approve the minutes of the Elections Committee meeting of March 5th, 2025 by D. 

Escatel, seconded by H. Sontika, motion CARRIED. 

 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT – Public Comment is intended as a time for any member of the public 

to address the committee on any issues affecting ASI and/or the California State University, 

East Bay. 

No public comment. 

4:09 

 

VI. UNFINISHED ITEMS: 

A. INFORMATION ITEM - Marketing Brainstorm 

The Elections Committee will discuss marketing ideas for the Elections. 

 

A. Depappa asks J. Carroll if he has any updates on marketing in L. Yang 's absence. J. 

Carroll shares that marketing has been set up on the digital signs for the candidate forums 

and that they also need to post images on social media for voting next week. He mentions 

that he has access to the Instagram account and has also provided access to L. Yang, who 

has been sick. He offers to post content if needed until L. Yang returns. E. Varela informs 

that L. Yang has also inquired about the voting candy grams, specifically about printing 

materials. A. Depappa confirms that L. Yang may have already sent the materials and needs 

confirmation that they are ready. There is also a discussion about ribbons and candy, as she 

is unsure about the specific details. A. Depappa offers to pick up the ribbons once L. Yang 

specifies which type, she wants. Also mentions that she has some candy in her office but is 



 

2 

 

open to getting a specific kind if needed. A. Depappa suggests that if L. Yang can send a 

link with the details, she can place an order or purchase the items in person. 

6:36 

 

B. INFORMATION ITEM - Elections Timeline 

The Elections Committee will review the Elections Timeline. 

 

A. Depappa discusses the elections timeline, emphasizing that voting will take place from 

Monday, March 17th, 2025 through Wednesday, March 19th, 2025. She shares the timeline 

with everyone to ensure clarity on the schedule. A. Depappa reminds everyone that 

candidates cannot act as polling stations or be present when students vote, though they can 

promote the voting link. She also mentions that any voting-related questions or issues should 

be directed to the elections email or polling stations planned for next week. Voting will be 

conducted entirely online, with no physical ballots being accepted. 

 

 

C. DISCUSSION ITEM - Grievances 

The Elections Committee will discuss the filed grievances. 

 

E. Varela and D. Escatel confirms that there are currently no grievance filed or notified to 

the committee. 

 

D. INFORMATION ITEM- Polling Stations 

The Elections Committee will discuss the Candidate Forums. 

 

J. Carroll addresses the committee about the upcoming polling stations, which are 

scheduled for next Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday from 11 AM to 2 PM. He notes that 

the committee’s participation is crucial for the success of the event, and he acknowledges 

that schedules are tight for everyone. J. Carroll mentions that he has forwarded a Google 

form link created by H. Sontika for volunteers and that there is a quick turnaround for the 

Excel sheet with a tab for polling stations. He encourages committee members to check the 

form and add anyone who can help work an hour-long shift. J. Carroll expresses concern 

about the lack of volunteers for previous tabling events and emphasizes that, while he 

understands there are various commitments, if anyone can adjust their work schedule, their 

support for the polling stations is critical. He further asks committee members to reach out 

to others to fill in any gaps and ensure all shifts are covered. 
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J. Carroll informs the committee that he has blocked off his calendar to be present at the 

polling stations on Monday and Tuesday but will be unavailable on Wednesday due to board 

meetings. He mentions that A. Depappa has a similar schedule conflict with board meetings. 

J. Carroll emphasizes the importance of having support for the polling stations to remind 

the campus and students to vote, encouraging everyone to rally for more volunteers to ensure 

a good turnout. He asks if anyone has any questions or concerns regarding the polling 

stations. 

A. Depappa asks if iPads will be available at the polling stations. J. Carroll confirms that 

iPads will be provided, but they are not likely to be used frequently. The issue is that students 

need to log into their unique Cal State East Bay email, and most students prefer to do this on 

their phones. However, the iPads can be used to pull up the login page for students, and they 

will make sure to log out after use to prevent access to student accounts. J. Carroll notes 

that while most students will use their personal devices, the iPads will be available if needed. 

J. Carroll reminds the committee that candidates campaigning or tabling near the polling 

stations must remain at least 20 feet away, even if the voting isn't taking place at that specific 

moment. The polling station is considered an official area, and they are there to assist 

students who need help or have questions about voting. If any candidates are too close, the 

team will need to ask them to move further down the area to maintain the required distance. 

J. Carroll also brings up the potential weather issue, as the Bay Area is expected to 

experience rain over the next five days. He acknowledges that weather can change quickly, 

and if it becomes too windy or rainy, it may not be safe to keep the polling station outside. 

If this occurs, they will make last-minute adjustments, including possibly moving the polling 

station indoors. He mentions that they will continue to monitor the weather each day and 

will keep everyone updated if changes need to be made. 

14:10 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS ITEMS 

No new business items. 

14:17 

 

VIII. SPECIAL REPORTS 

No special reports. 

14:25 
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IX. ROUND TABLE REMARKS 

A. Depappa thanks the team for coordinating the two forums that took place yesterday and today, 

acknowledging that while the turnout wasn't large, their efforts to ensure the events ran smoothly 

are truly appreciated. She encourages the team to keep working hard, as their efforts are visible, and 

hopes to see more engagement in the coming days. Also expresses her gratitude, wishing for the rest 

of the campaign season to go smoothly without needing further adjustments. 

J. Carroll also thanks the team and acknowledges that they are now nearing the homestretch of the 

election process. He explains that the need for runoff elections will be determined after Wednesday, 

based on whether any candidates fail to secure 50% plus one of the votes. For positions with multiple 

candidates, there is a higher chance of needing a runoff. He reassures those tentative results will be 

shared and that the team will take necessary steps regarding runoff elections. J. Carroll highlights 

that this year has seen a higher number of student candidates, which is a positive trend compared to 

previous years. He notes that only one position Senator for Concord has not been filled, but overall, 

the election process is in good shape. He expresses gratitude for the team's efforts in encouraging 

students to get involved in ASI. J. Carroll concludes by thanking everyone and expressing 

confidence as they approach the final stages of the campaign. 

18:05 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT at 2:28 PM 

 

Minutes reviewed and approved by: 

Vice Chair of Elections Committee: 

Aditi Yogesh Vaidya 

 

 

Minutes approved on: 

3/19/2025 

Date 

Aditi Yogesh Vaidya (Apr 8, 2025 16:24 PDT)
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