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Sustainability Committee Meeting Minutes February 12, 2025 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER at 2:05 PM 

II. ROLL CALL  

Present: Jana Ramos, Yashica Avhad, Maria Moreno, Nandini Vemuganti, Mojdeh Najafi Zadeh 

Absent: Hanzalah Kaif, James Carroll, Ashley Depappa, Evelyn Munoz 

III. ACTION ITEM - Approval of the Agenda 

Motion to appoint Y. Avhad as vice chair for sustainability Committee, by N. Vemuganti 

seconded by M. Najafi Zadeh, motion CARRIED. 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT – Public Comment is intended as a time for any member of the public 

to address the committee on any issues affecting ASI and/or the California State University, 

East Bay. 

No public comment. 

7:40 

V. UNFINISHED ITEMS: 

No unfinished items. 

7:42 

VI. NEW BUSINESS ITEMS: 

A. INFORMATIONAL ITEM: Meeting Dates (10 mins)  

The ASI Sustainability Committee will discuss Spring Meeting dates. 

J. Ramos proposes and states the meeting dates for the spring semester. 

9:03 

B. DISCUSSION ITEM: Green Threads: Sustainable Craft Day (10 mins)  

The ASI Sustainability Committee will discuss a Sustainability Craft Day for St. Patrick’s 

Day. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EMFw2WBAJmpM-ND1gJTy3FRUmnKNEW8BDujoupnOoXc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M8ushloRAzdbhDmVExkjjZkixW8pkLaAleJ56uiL28M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AwbVbqIApgMOp1Z3auEOA1XKFx2-9hnfD5L6oqjf43w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EMFw2WBAJmpM-ND1gJTy3FRUmnKNEW8BDujoupnOoXc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M8ushloRAzdbhDmVExkjjZkixW8pkLaAleJ56uiL28M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AwbVbqIApgMOp1Z3auEOA1XKFx2-9hnfD5L6oqjf43w/edit?usp=sharing
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J. Ramos announces an upcoming event in collaboration with the directors, including 

Karthik Tripathi, the Director of Communities and Germany Villages, and the Director of 

Wellness. The event is planned for the week of St. Patrick’s Day, similar to a previous event 

held during Valentine’s Day week. The purpose is to engage with students, gather feedback, 

and address concerns related to sustainability and ASI. Tentatively scheduled for March 

without a specific date, the event will take place in either the Old Union (Room 311), the 

Core Building (Room 338), or the Mountain Lion Room. The event aims to serve as a 

mindfulness day as part of the ASI Director Spotlight week. Planning includes potential 

collaborations with campus partners such as the Office of Sustainability, which has 

expressed interest in tabling events to engage with students. Proposed activities include a 

scrap fabric rug tapestry project, along with a list of giveaways for students who complete 

both events through a stamped participation system, similar to a passport-style engagement 

method used by other organizations. Additionally, a flyer has been attached for distribution 

on campus bulletin boards and during ASI tabling sessions throughout the month. J. Ramos 

seeks feedback on the event details and planning. J. Ramos states that students must engage 

in an activity to participate. Currently, the planned activity is the scrap rug project, but it can 

be simplified to require students to learn about ASI. This could involve answering a few 

questions, similar to audience questions in past events. J. Ramos explains that the tabling 

event would involve providing students with a goody bag or an item, but only after they 

learn about ASI or participate in an activity. The event is intended as a way to engage with 

students, though no concrete plans are finalized, and changes may be made. If collaborating 

with other campus organizations, the same passport system could be used to track 

participation. Alternatively, the event could be organized as a larger session with all directors 

involved, where each director would have their own passport system for engagement. 

15:48 

C. INFORMATIONAL ITEM: Earth Week Idea Form (5 mins)  

The ASI Sustainability Committee will be informed about Earth Week planning.  

J. Ramos informs members about an embedded link to the Earth Week Google Form, where 

Sustainability Committee members can submit their ideas. While some have already 

contributed, additional input is encouraged. The form includes questions on potential 

campus collaborations, types of events for Earth Week programming, and ways to achieve 

them. The submission deadline is February 16 at 11:59 PM. Members who submit ideas are 

asked to email J. Ramos for further discussion. 

17:50 

https://forms.gle/oJdpgnmFD6vXkRzz7
https://forms.gle/oJdpgnmFD6vXkRzz7
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D. DISCUSSION ITEM: Earth Week Planning Document (20 mins)  

The ASI Sustainability Committee will be informed about the Earth Week planning 

document.  

J. Ramos provides updates on sustainability events and planning efforts. The Green Hearts 

Love Your Campus event was successfully held on February 11, offering an opportunity to 

engage with students and promote the Alternative Transportation Survey. 

A proposed event, the Sustainability Competitive Solutions Contest, is being developed in 

collaboration with Campus Sustainability Manager Jennifer Sanchez. This contest aims to 

gather student-driven sustainability solutions that could be integrated into the university’s 

strategic vision plan. To ensure feasibility, the scope of the contest will be narrowed to one 

or two categories. Collaboration opportunities are available for promotion, facilitation, and 

potential integration into Earth Week activities. Additionally, a Spring Farmers Market is in 

the early planning stages, aiming to combine a green resource fair with local business and 

organization networking. The event would promote healthy food choices, sustainability, and 

student engagement with potential internship and volunteer opportunities. However, 

logistical challenges arise due to its overlap with the EB Jamboree, a major campus event. 

Some departments propose integrating the green resource fair into EB Jamboree, but 

concerns exist about student engagement in a networking setting amidst entertainment-

focused activities. J. Ramos seeks input on potential solutions or compromises for this issue. 

J. Ramos discusses the upcoming Ohlone Walkway Tour landscape tour, highlighting its 

purpose and logistics. The event, scheduled for April 24th during U hours from 12:00 to 1:00 

PM, will feature a presentation in collaboration with Dr. Enrique Salmon, a professor and 

the tribal liaison of the campus. The presentation will focus on the historical significance of 

Indigenous people on campus and the reasons behind the placement of the walkway in honor 

of the Ohlone people. Additionally, it will showcase the plants selected for the area, 

emphasizing their cultural and historical importance in sustaining Indigenous communities. 

Ramos briefly shares these details and opens the floor for any comments or discussion. N. 

Vemuganti discusses the Sustainability Committee’s Contest Idea, suggesting that the 

competition focus on the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). She 

proposes selecting two of the 17 SDGs as the central topics for students to develop solutions. 

By narrowing the focus, participants can engage more effectively and generate meaningful 

ideas while ensuring access to relevant knowledge and resources. 

31:11 

 

VII. SPECIAL REPORTS 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LYM6pkE0UGke7SCh_5i_j1iGf8BAKbQA8xc0stD6g7s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LYM6pkE0UGke7SCh_5i_j1iGf8BAKbQA8xc0stD6g7s/edit?usp=sharing
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Campus Sustainability Committee Meeting  

Motion to postpone Campus Sustainability committee meeting to next meeting by Y. Avhad, 

seconded by N. Vemuganti, motion CARRIED. 

32:45 

VIII. ROUND TABLE REMARKS 

J. Ramos thanks everyone for attending the meeting despite previous issues and postponements. She 

acknowledges the challenges in arranging certain aspects but express appreciation for everyone's 

presence and patience. Y. Avhad expresses gratitude to the attendees and suggests that once the 

agenda is published, everyone can discuss ideas with friends interested in sustainability. She 

emphasizes that public comments are always welcome in the meetings and believes that involving 

more people will generate greater interest and diverse perspectives. J. Ramos adds that meeting 

agendas are posted online 72 hours in advance. She encourages attendees to share this information 

with friends or classmates interested in sustainability so they can review the agenda and participate 

in discussions. 

33:27 

IX. ADJOURNMENT at 2:30 PM 

 

Minutes reviewed and approved by:  

Chair/Director of Sustainability:  

Jana Sofia Arella Ramos 

 

 

Minutes approved on:  

02-26-2025  

Date 

 

Jana Sofia Arella Ramos (Feb 26, 2025 21:01 PST)
Jana Sofia Arella Ramos
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