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PROGRAM

Welcome: MS. mONIKA brooks , mistress of ceremonies

Call to the Ancestors: Dr. cookie garrett

Black National Anthem: Lyric Stafford

Introduction of Elders

University Remarks : President Cathy Sandeen

Student Speaker: A’Niya Bankston, Graduating senior

Academic Achievement Awards: Heather Gradley
Director of student conduct 

PERFORMANCE - DONTÉ CLARK

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Jamal cooks 

Presentation of Graduates: 
Tommy Reed

Closing Remarks: Black Grad Committee 

processional

faculty/staff awards: jenna Pierre, sabria hinton,
graduating seniors

board recognition 



Lift Every Voice & Sing
By: James Weldon Johnson

Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty
Let our rejoicing rise

High as the listening skies
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun
Let us march on till victory is won

Stony the road we trod
Bitter the chastening rod

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died
Yet with a steady beat

Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered

Out from the gloomy past
Till now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast

God of our weary years
God of our silent tears

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way
Thou who has by Thy might Led us into the light

Keep us forever in the path, we pray
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee

Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee
Shadowed beneath Thy hand

May we forever stand
True to our God

True to our native land
Our native land



entertainment
Donté Clark

Donté Clark is a prolific communicator, filmmaker, and trailblazing spoken-word poet,

actor, and writer from North Richmond, CA, based in the Bay Area. He explores the heart of

God through poetry, storytelling, and song, using body language and voice as instruments

to uplift stories of the past, purify the present, and reimagine the future. A playwright,

director, author, and publisher of four poetic anthologies, Donté is also the writer and

director of the poetic short film Blú Honey, a powerful telling of the Black male experience

across four generations in Richmond.

Rooted in community and driven by purpose, Donté co-founded the artist collective RAW

Talent (Richmond Artists With Talent) in 2008, creating space for young people to engage in

writing and performance workshops. In 2013, he helped lead the creation of Té’s Harmony, a

play documenting the shared experiences of Richmond youth while drawing parallels to

Romeo and Juliet, later featured in the 2017 documentary Romeo Is Bleeding. He has since

traveled across the United States speaking at high schools, universities, and community

forums about his work with youth and the arts. 

His deep commitment to mentorship has had a lasting impact, guiding young people in his

community to become mentors and educators themselves. He continues this work as a

Poetry Series Program Lead Workshop Artist at Juvenile Hall in Martinez, California, and as

a Youth Arts Connection Workshop Artist, supporting programs that serve youth ages 12–18

across Contra Costa County libraries.

Clark’s artistic reach also extends to film and television, with appearances in Kicks (2016)

and Code Switch (2018), and a co-starring role in two seasons of The North Pole, a political

comedy and docu-series exploring gentrification and its effects on communities of color

in North Oakland. In 2018, he published his first collection of poetry, KNOWFREEDOM. A

lover of words and lifelong dreamer, Donté sees spoken word as a pathway toward

collective healing and generational freedom.



keynote speaker
dr. jamal cooks

Dr. Cooks brings over 30 years of teaching, research, and leadership experience to the
Chabot College presidency. He has served as vice president of academic services at
Chabot since 2022, although he assumed the role on an interim basis in 2021. Prior to
community college administration, Dr. Cooks served as a full professor at San
Francisco State University, where he was also the associate director for the
Educational Leadership doctoral program. Dr. Cooks has taught in the K-12,
California State University and community college systems. In 2017, he was the
recipient of the National Council of Teachers of English’s Halle Adolescent Literacy
Educator Award.
Originally from East Oakland, Cooks attended Skyline High School. He earned a
bachelor’s degree in Political Economy of Industrial Societies from the University of
California, Berkeley. He went on to earn a teaching credential in Social Studies from
California State University, Hayward. Dr. Cooks obtained a Master of Arts degree in
Social Studies Curriculum Development and completed a Ph.D. in Language, Literacy
and Culture, both from the University of Michigan.
“Following a national search, Dr. Cooks emerged as the top choice to take the helm as
the next president of Chabot College,” stated CLPCCD Chancellor Ronald Gerhard.
“His extensive leadership experience in academia and equity work—combined with his
deep commitment to making education more accessible—will no doubt allow him to
guide our college to new heights.”
An avid believer in programs that support student success, Dr. Cooks co-convened
Chabot's Black Excellence Collective. This initiative uses data and a broad network of
support services to improve the campus experience for the college’s Black students.
Dr. Cooks has published his research on the topics of culturally relevant pedagogy,
language and literacy in several journals and books.
“It is an honor to be entrusted with the presidency at Chabot College,” stated Dr.
Cooks. “My goal is to build on the strong legacy of this institution and deliver the
best learning experience possible to our community, anchored in social justice and
equity for our students.”
Dr. Cooks and his wife reside in Oakland, where they are raising their two children.
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Janaee Alexandria CObbs 

DOCTORATE (ED.D)

LEADERSHIP FOR SOCIAL  JUSICE

"People should care because literacy is
power"



MASTERS
DEGREE

Candidates



la Terra J. Grays 

Master of Science in 
health care administration  

I don’t know how my story will end, but
nowhere in my text will it ever read….I gave up 

Breahna Anionette Harper

master of Science in
Healthcare administration

“Life is what you create it to be, so keep
your vision alive. Light shines at the end of

your tunnel; stay focused!”

Quiana Broussard

master of social work
Concentration in Community Mental

health 



Timothy Titus Jackson 

Master of pUblic Administration

Staying positive doesn't mean you have to be
happy all the time. It means that even on hard

days, you know that there are better ones
coming.

Diana McBride

Master of science in accountancy

katelyn Lynette barker

master of social work

"I am no longer accepting the things I
cannot change. I am changing the

things I cannot accept”. - Angela Davis



Tiffanya Richardson

master of social work
Concentration in Community Mental

health



Bachelors
DEGREE

Candidates



B.A. in Sociology 
Minor in Asian American Studies 

Jenna Pierre

B.A. IN Political Science
Contrentation in Pre-LAw 

“FInd A WAy Or Make OnE”

Richie Yooku Hayfron

A’Niya Bankston

B.S In health Science

Campus inVOLVeMENT: Black student Union, president,
Black Grad committee, secretary, student lead of

dIversity and inclusion Student center,
Sustainability leadership Program cohort, B.E.t.

mcnair, and oscar. 

Campus inVOLVeMENT:  President of Black
Grad Committee, Student Assistance of

Facilities & Operations, Membership
coordinator of BSU  

Campus inVOLVeMENT: Xi Pi Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Prest, ASI Presents
Ambassador, Black Student Union Vice President,
OSCARS Research Scholar, National Pan Hellenic

Council -Vice President 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares
the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to

harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.” Jeremiah 29:11



Sabria Hattie Danae Hinton

B.S. in physics 
Minor in Mathematics 

Isaiah Harper

Wesley j.k. hendrix 

B.S. In Business administration 
Concentration in Information

Technology 

Campus inVOLVeMENT: Zeta Omega 

Campus involvement: President of Falcons First
Flight, Vice President of Society of Physics

Students, Lead Administrative Assistant for the
STEM Lab, Residential Assistant for Pioneer

Heights, Retention Director for the BSU, CEO and
Founder of HALOBLUE Tech

“So hold your head high. If you are feeling
disheartened, that you are somehow not enough,

set your heart ablaze. Dry your eyes and look
ahead.”

– Kyojuro Rengoku

B.a. in Sociology

“Rooted in family, fueled by their strength. To my
granny: you are my hero and my guiding light. I

am because you are.”



b.A. in Sociology

“Talent is God given. Be humble. Fame is man
given. Be Grateful. Conceit is self-given. Be

careful.”

Brandi Guevara  

“My beauty was always obvious, the degree just
confirmed it.”

Courtland Issac Epps 

B.A. In Hospitality and tourism

LAcey Simone Harris

B.A. in Human development 
Concentration in Early Childhood



De’janae Malone Mcfarland 

Nichole amber Brown

B.A. in political Science 
Concentration in Pre-law 

“Those who wait upon the Lord will renew
their strength, allowing them to soar,
run, and walk without growing weary.

They shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be weary; and they

shall walk, and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31. 

“Where there is a women there is magic✨ 
-Ntzokake Shange” 

b.a. in human development
concentration in childhood

development

antoinette brown 
Bachelor of Fine Arts

Concentration in Photography
“Black,Educated & Flyyyy”



tenicia matthews 

B.a. in pyschology  

Jeremiah williams 

B.A. in communication 
Concentration in media

studies 

“Thanks Chatgpt” 

Devynai M. Crowder

B.S. In criminal Justice



Raevyn Wilburn

Osariemen Natalie Uwaifo 

B.A. in Business Administration
Concentration in marketing 

“God had a plan for me. I did my best and he
took care of the rest!”

Annika gem Daniel

B.A. in Psychology 

Campus involvement: Peer Academic
Coaching at the Student Center for

Academic Achievement

“Only the beginning.”

B.A. in Ethnic Studies
Concentration in Black studies



Algereese patrice Clewis

B.A. In Human Development
Concentration in Adolescent Development

“I stand on the sacrifices of those before me
and walk forward to open doors for those

after me.”

Shelby Monique Laird

B.A in sociology  
minor in marketing 

tiara Ramona Upshaw 

b.a. in sociology 

“As a 40-something single mother of three,
I wanted to give up more times than I can

count. The past two years tested me in life
—but I kept going, and today, I made it.”



Taylin Randolph

Kayla La’Shay Campbell

B.A. in English
Concentration in British & American

literature

“"Never be limited by other people's limited
imaginations." - Dr. Mae Jemison”

Tyra Simpson

B.S. in Speech Language Pathology

B.A in Human Development
Concentration in Early Childhood

development



Nicole Victor

Cherish SMith

Mykel amani Durk 

B.S. in Psychology
Concentration in Industrial/organization 

Campus involvement: Social Media Chair for
the Psychology Club and Tri Sigma Sorority

Sister

B.A. in Human Development
Concentration in Adoloscent Development

B.S. in Kinesiology

“Blessed and highly favored”



Kursi muhammad

Jakaiya reynolds 

Casseria Lee

B.A. In Human Development
concentration in Women’s development 

“Your journey is your own.Stay committed
even when it’s slow. Your finish line is still

waiting.”

b.a. in psychology

b.a. in psychology



Bria Frison

B.A. in Communication 

Andrea Bradley 

endenezjia Graham

B.A. in Human development
concentration in Early childhood

education 

“Be the change you want to see in the
world.”

“LEverything I create is a reflection of
who I’m becoming.”

b.s. in Business Administration
Concentration in Accounting



Joseph carlyle mCclarean Frank, Jr. 

B.A. In Business Administration 

Tamika shant’e Davidson 

B.A. in Sociology 
Concentration in social work

Ashleigh nicole Johnson 

B.A.. in Theater arts
concentration in performance and musical

theater  

 I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me, Philippians 4:13 

But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be

given to you as well.”‭ Matthew   6 : 33   

campus involvement:Men’s Basketball Team
Manager 2024-25 Season 

campus involvement: Project Rebound, NSLS,
SCLA

“Each one teach one”.

Campus involvement: Black Campus
Ministry



isaiah jacob Lennox 

B.s. in Business Administration 
Concentration in finance

“Why don’t you let yourself be wherever
you are?”

Laurice Henry-ross 

B.A. In human development 
COncentration in women’s studies 

“My mission in life is not merely to survive,
but to thrive; and to do so with some

passion, some compassion, some humor,
and some style.”

Justin leon malik Brooks 

B.a Marketing Management 

“I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.” 

Campus involvement: Delta Chi, Fraternity
& Sorority Council



Kavina alexis Donaville 

B.s. in Business Administration 
Concentration in Entrepreneurship

“Blessed to grow through every
challenge, blooming into everything I'm

meant to be.”

Jemar Gonzalez

B.A. in art
Concentration in Art & Design

“Keep on Learning.”

Noelle lynn Matthew

B.a. ethnic studies
Concentration in black studies 

Minor in creative writing 

“Every diamond has imperfections.”

Campus involvement: Anime club, game club

Campus involvement: Zeta phi beta sorority,
incorporated



Enzo laurence Hurley

BFA in graphic design

“Love others & yourself always.” 

Emrahl Justis’ kisling-Thomas

Griselda Thomas

B.a. ethnic studies
Concentration in black studies 

Minor in sociology 

“You don't know my story!”

Campus involvement: Past President of
Music & Hip-Hop Club, Past Black History

Month Art Hub Organizer

b.a. in human development
Minor in Early childhood

development

“I am learning all the time, the tombstone
will be my diploma.” - Eartha Kitt



Deidre hall 

B.A in psychology 

“The future belongs to those who see the
beauty of their dreams.”

Nevaeh Armstrong

Derrica monique Williams
B.S. in criminal justice 

Minor in sociology 

“Congratulations to class of 2026 we did it
through all the hardworking and

dedication.” 

Campus involvement: Bet Mcnair

B.S. in kinesiology 

Campus involvement: Baydolls
Majorette treasurer and dancer 

“Right on God’s time.” 

Campus involvement: Excel 



Savannah Crenshaw

B.A in Criminal Justice 

“Motivated, educated, and black”

Kierra Blake

Nicole Maria Langeveld

B.a. in health Science 
Minor in public health 

Rooted in my mother’s strength and my wife’s
love, I rise! An immigrant, shaped by courage—
carrying my story, my resilience, and a future

I’m boldly creating for those who follow.

B.S. in recreation  
Concentration in therapy 



elva celeste Nelson-Hayes
B.A in environmental studies  

minor in political science
campus involvement: Sustainability

Leadership Program 

Destiny k. Chester

Unyque lee Smith

B.s. in Business Analytics 

B.S. in public health

“If it had not been for the Lord who is by my
side.  god said, i am fearfully and

wondrously made. through faith, i can
overcome any obstacle that comes my way.”

“I did this for the life I know I deserve.”



kesha r. harris

kamilah mayo

jireh matthews

b.a. in ethnic studies
concentration in black studies

minor in sociology

“find a way! i believe in you kesha!don’t
break one word to yourself! Yessssssssss







HAPPY GRADUATION BRANDI!

CLASS OF 2026

Look at you… really did that. BA in your hands, you showed
up, stayed solid, and made it happen your way. I’ve watched
you grow through it all… the pressure, the doubts, the glow-
ups and you never folded. That’s that real strength.
You’re smart, you’re beautiful, you’re built different and
don’t ever let anybody tell you otherwise. It’s just the
beginning. You got a whole legacy in you.
No matter how grown you get, you’ll always be my baby.
Always. And I’m forever in your corner, loud and proud.
Go step into everything that’s yours. 
Love you forever,
Mom 

Congratulations on achieving your goal! You
really earned this. You deserve every good
thing heading your way. I’m excited to see
what’s next. Love you beyond life! - Muyiwa

Brandi Guevara, who is a North Fork Mono
Tribal Member, is a pe-the (daughter), ah-
da (niece), nim (cousin), tuhaahtu (auntie),
and poo-nee (younger sister). When she
was a baby, she went through a tough time,
but she made it through all the odds that
were stacked against her. Just like her
huup (baby basket), she has come full
circle. As her family and e nim (relatives),
we cannot express how nizhizau naamat
(happy and proud) we are of her and where
mahu nu mia duh (she will be going). We
are lookingforward to oogiwiya (attending her
celebration).

MANNOBII (Congratulations)
E Nim (Relatives)
Love Mom, Dad, Taweah, Sarah, Raven,
Dominic, Oacha, Zac 
Western Mono Language

BACHELOR OF ARTS
SOCIOLOGY
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Jenna Pierre
Class of 2026

We are proud to announce the graduation of our daughter, Jenna Pierre,
from California State University, East Bay in Hayward, CA

She has successfully completed her studies in Political Science (Pre-Law).
Please join us in celebrating her hard work, dedication, and remarkable

achievement as she steps into the next chapter of her journey.
Congratulations, Jenna 

Your future is bright, and we are so incredibly proud of you.
“I am no longer accepting the things I cannot change. I am changing the

things I cannot accept.” — Angela Davis
42



To my mom, I love you deeply. I am forever grateful for your
sacrifices and for always having my back through moments of
grief, confusion, and anxiety. Your strength, your stories, and

your life lessons have shaped the woman I am becoming. Thank you
for being my foundation and my constant source of love.

To my dad, I miss you more than words can express. I carry your
strength and determination with me every day. Your legacy lives

on through me—in my drive, my passion, and the resilience you
instilled in me. I will continue to honor you in everything I do.

Thank you, Mom and Dad. I love you forever and always.
-Jenna Pierre

To my mom, I love you deeply. I am forever grateful for your
sacrifices and for always having my back through moments of
grief, confusion, and anxiety. Your strength, your stories, and

your life lessons have shaped the woman I am becoming. Thank you
for being my foundation and my constant source of love.

To my dad, I miss you more than words can express. I carry your
strength and determination with me every day. Your legacy lives

on through me—in my drive, my passion, and the resilience you
instilled in me. I will continue to honor you in everything I do.

Thank you, Mom and Dad. I love you forever and always.
-Jenna Pierre

R.I.P. Jean Marie
Bernard Pierre

R.I.P. Jean Marie
Bernard Pierre

43





To my family,To my family,To my family,    
there aren’t enough words to fully capturethere aren’t enough words to fully capturethere aren’t enough words to fully capture

what you mean to me, but I hope this comeswhat you mean to me, but I hope this comeswhat you mean to me, but I hope this comes
close. Your love has carried me through everyclose. Your love has carried me through everyclose. Your love has carried me through every
high and every low. We’ve traveled the worldhigh and every low. We’ve traveled the worldhigh and every low. We’ve traveled the world

together, celebrated the biggest wins, andtogether, celebrated the biggest wins, andtogether, celebrated the biggest wins, and
stood even closer through the losses, and instood even closer through the losses, and instood even closer through the losses, and in
all of it, you never let me lose sight of who Iall of it, you never let me lose sight of who Iall of it, you never let me lose sight of who I
am. Each of you has supported me in youram. Each of you has supported me in youram. Each of you has supported me in your
own way, often in ways you may not evenown way, often in ways you may not evenown way, often in ways you may not even

realize, and that has made all the difference. Irealize, and that has made all the difference. Irealize, and that has made all the difference. I
am who I am because of you. This degree mayam who I am because of you. This degree mayam who I am because of you. This degree may
have my name on it, but it belongs to all of us.have my name on it, but it belongs to all of us.have my name on it, but it belongs to all of us.
It’s a reflection of your sacrifices, your beliefIt’s a reflection of your sacrifices, your beliefIt’s a reflection of your sacrifices, your belief
in me, and your unwavering presence in myin me, and your unwavering presence in myin me, and your unwavering presence in my

life. This is one milestone down, with twolife. This is one milestone down, with twolife. This is one milestone down, with two
more to go, and I will carry you with me everymore to go, and I will carry you with me everymore to go, and I will carry you with me every

step of the way.step of the way.step of the way.    
-Future Dr. Hinton-Future Dr. Hinton-Future Dr. Hinton

To my family, 
there aren’t enough words to fully capture

what you mean to me, but I hope this comes
close. Your love has carried me through every
high and every low. We’ve traveled the world

together, celebrated the biggest wins, and
stood even closer through the losses, and in
all of it, you never let me lose sight of who I
am. Each of you has supported me in your
own way, often in ways you may not even

realize, and that has made all the difference. I
am who I am because of you. This degree may
have my name on it, but it belongs to all of us.
It’s a reflection of your sacrifices, your belief
in me, and your unwavering presence in my

life. This is one milestone down, with two
more to go, and I will carry you with me every

step of the way. 
-Future Dr. Hinton



thank you to the following for your
unwavering support!

Office of diversity
office of the President

...and to the countless others, you are
appreciated!



staff & faculty shout outs 
from the graduating 

class of 2026

Dr. macheo payne
Dr. Cookie Garrett

Dr. Drew
Thomas jenkinson

rachel brunson
natalie nelson

christina chin-newman
Dr. Donny donnique

Dr. David fraser
prof. cleveland

ali karayel
bryan rooney
laron mccoy

professor laura ellis
michael roloff

dr. sandra blank
erika williams
michelle rippy
robyn mcgee

zac young
dr. baham

katherine lee
zimicah ned

Dr. michael lee
dr. lashawnda davis

amy marshall
faith olukanmi
dr. erica wildy

dr. robert williams
renee tucker

yvette yarbor
bro. muhammad
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	Nicole Maria Langeveld
	B.a. in health Science  Minor in public health
	elva celeste Nelson-Hayes
	B.A in environmental studies   minor in political science
	Destiny k. Chester
	B.S. in public health
	Unyque lee Smith
	B.s. in Business Analytics
	kesha r. harris
	b.a. in ethnic studies concentration in black studies minor in sociology
	kamilah mayo
	jireh matthews
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	Jenna Pierre
	Class of 2026

	R.I.P. Jean Marie Bernard Pierre
	To my family,  there aren’t enough words to fully capture what you mean to me, but I hope this comes close. Your love has carried me through every high and every low. We’ve traveled the world together, celebrated the biggest wins, and stood even closer through the losses, and in all of it, you never let me lose sight of who I am. Each of you has supported me in your own way, often in ways you may not even realize, and that has made all the difference. I am who I am because of you. This degree may have my name on it, but it belongs to all of us. It’s a reflection of your sacrifices, your belief in me, and your unwavering presence in my life. This is one milestone down, with two more to go, and I will carry you with me every step of the way.  -Future Dr. Hinton
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