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A. Program Student Learning Outcomes

	Through their coursework and research, students graduating with an M.S. in Biological Sciences from Cal State East Bay will be able to:

PLO 1.  Demonstrate an advanced understanding of and ability to apply information from a broad range of core biological concepts.

PLO 2. Critically evaluate peer-reviewed publications in biology.  

PLO 3.  Conduct original research (including appropriate experimental design, data analysis, and data interpretation) in a focused area of biology.   

PLO 4.  Effectively communicate and defend scientific ideas in both written and oral formats.


B. Program Student Learning Outcome(s) Assessed

	To be assessed PLOs 1, 2, 3, and 4




C. Summary of Assessment Process

	We are currently developing rubrics to assess each student’s thesis proposal, thesis defense, and final thesis on all four PLOs.  The student’s thesis advisor will apply the thesis proposal rubric to the first draft of the proposal, provide feedback to the student, and allow the student to go through the necessary revision cycles until the final draft of the proposal is submitted.  The student’s thesis committee will then assess the proposal using the evaluation rubric.  The student’s thesis committee will also apply the appropriate evaluation rubric to score each graduate student on his/her thesis defense and final thesis.  All results will be submitted to the Graduate Advisor for further analyses.  


D. Summary of Assessment Results 
	Data have yet to be collected for the newly revised PLOs using the soon-to-be developed assessment rubrics for these PLOs. pam's assessment process (e.g. add direct assessment, expand sample of stud


E. Suggestions and Recommendations for the CSCI EETF in the Future 
	


