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CONFERENCES ARE A GREAT DEVELOPMENT 
AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITY FOR 

UNDERGRAD AND GRAD STUDENTS! 
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RESEARCH POSTER SESSIONS 

• At most professional meetings. 

• Each poster summarizes someone’s 
research project. 

• Each “presenter” stands in front of 
their poster.  

• Goal: Get people to talk to you 
about your research. 
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WHAT TO EXPECT… 

• Organizers will let you know what 
time you will present and the # for 
your poster (where it will be hung). 

• You usually put your poster up in 
advance of your session (organizers 
will tell you exactly when, via email). 

• Other presenters will be standing all 
around you. They’ll feel awkward, too, 
so chat them up to make you both 
more comfortable. 
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WHAT TO EXPECT… 

• People will walk by, some stop and 
read/stare at your poster. They may ask 
you a question, or not! 

• Try to look approachable, offer to 
answer any questions they may have, but 
let them read in peace. 

• Questions may be related to any aspect 
of your project, and are usually related 
to something the question asker has a 
personal interest or expertise in. 
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WHEN YOU ARE VIEWING POSTERS AT A 
SESSION… 

• Maximize your time and minimize feeling overwhelmed by 
checking out the poster “menu” (conference program) and 
picking posters you specifically want to see, in advance.  

• Visit posters that have topics you’re interested in, but also 
posters from schools you are interested in as well as 
researcher/faculty you want to meet or learn more about.  
• Ask a question or two at each of these posters! Can be about the 

research, the researcher, the school/program, or the faculty 
member!  6 



DESIGNING YOUR POSTER 
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ON THE POSTER, LESS IS MORE. 

• A poster “shows” your work; you are supposed to talk about your work.  

• Use pics, simple tables & figures, images, etc. – “visual grammar” as much 
as possible. 

• Minimize text as much as possible (without losing basic understanding of 
your work).  

• The poster is supposed to be an aid to get what you are SAYING to 
people about your work across more clearly. 
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GENERALLY, ON YOUR POSTER… 

• Provide context for your work. Explain the big picture and why the 
problem is important.  

• Use plain language to present your work.  Avoid excessive jargon and 
acronyms, as much as possible. 

• Interpret your findings so that readers can understand how your work 
helps solve the problem you've described.  

9 



SPECIFICS ON POSTER FORMAT 

• Use PowerPoint, set slide size to 48” x 36” tall. 

• You must acknowledge the CSR Scholar’s Program and any other 
funding you get for your research at the bottom of your poster.  

• Work with your faculty mentor to create your poster! 

• If you already have a poster that you presented at another 
conference, it is OK to use that one for the CSUEB Student 
Research Symposium (no need to print another one). 
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SPECIFICS ON TEXT 

• Align text left (do not center or justify). 

• Totally fine to use bullet points rather than full sentences.  

• Use a serif font (e.g., Times New Roman) for most text - easier to read when 
there is a lot of text. 

• Sans-serif font (e.g., Helvetica) OK for titles and headings. 

• Text should be at least 24+ point in text, 36+ for headings; large enough to read 
from 3-5 feet away. 

• Main title should be at least 2-2.5” tall on your poster. Author line 1-1.5”. 
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POSTER FLOW 
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LET’S CRITIQUE SOME POSTERS! 
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SPECIFICS ON POSTER SECTION 
CONTENT 
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SECTIONS WITHIN THE POSTER 

1. Title & By-line 

2. Introduction 

3. Methods  

4. Results 

5. Discussion/Summary 

6. References 

7. Acknowledgements 
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