
CSUEB GENERAL EDUCATION
Breadth Second Composition

Description: Writing at the second-composition level demonstrates a move toward autonomy and

sophistication in composition, critical thinking, rhetorical awareness, and information literacy (search for,

evaluate, integrate, and document sources). 

Framing Language: This rubric is designed to assess a final draft that uses primary and/or secondary

resources; the expectation is that the final draft has been revised and edited based on productive

feedback.

Development: The rubric was revised by the English faculty in October 2023.

Category 4 3 2 1

Rhetorical Awareness

Central idea(s) developed based on the

assignment guidelines with awareness

of context, purpose, and intended

audience.

Strong evidence

of rhetorical

awareness. 

Appropriate

evidence of

rhetorical

awareness.  

Some

evidence of

rhetorical

awareness. 

Little to no

evidence of

rhetorical

awareness.

 

Development of supporting ideas

Uses evidence-based reasoning,

explanations, and conclusions to

develop the writer’s central idea (e.g.

purpose-driven paragraphs, skillfully

synthesized perspectives,

acknowledgement of counter

arguments, and/or discussion of

limitations). 

Skillful

articulation and

development

supporting ideas.

General

articulation

and

development

supporting

ideas. 

Partially

articulation

and/or

uneven

developmen

t supporting

ideas.

Little to no

articulation

and/or

developme

nt of

supporting

ideas.

Organization

Ideas are ordered and connected in

order to communicate a coherent train

of thought. 

Sophisticated org

anization.

.

Clear

organization.

Some

organization

.

Little

and/or

ineffective

organizatio

n. 

Use of Sources

Integration (e.g. signal phrases and/or

attributive tags to introduce sources,

Skillful

integration and

documentation

of sources

General

integration and

documentation

of  sources

Inconsistent

integration

and/or

documentati

Little to no

integration

and/or

documenta



synthesis of multiple sources) and

documentation of sources (e.g. in-text

citations, footnotes, endnotes, and/or 

bibliography) in service of the task.

Source selection suggests students'

ability to search for and evaluate

information.

appropriate to

the task.

appropriate to

the task.

on of

sources.

tion of

sources.

Technical Command and Language

Choices

Conveys meaning using language

conventions appropriate to the

audience, genre, and discipline (e.g.

word choice, sentence structure,

spelling, capitalization, punctuation,

and/or grammar).

Sophisticated 

language and 

mechanics.

Errors, if any, are

minimal and do

not interfere

with meaning.

Appropriate 

language and 

mechanics.

Errors tend not

to interfere

with meaning.

Some use of

appropriate

language

and/or

mechanics.

Errors, at

times,

interfere

with

meaning.

Minimal

use of

appropriat

e language

and/or

mechanics.

Frequent

errors

interfere

with

meaning.


