
CSUEB GENERAL EDUCATION
AREA U.S. Code 1: U.S. History Rubric

Description: Knowledge of key principles and concepts related to significant events in U.S. history; the

role of major social movements and ethnic groups in these events; and the political, economic, social,

and geographic context of these events.

Framing Language: This rubric will be used to assess aligned assignments in U.S. Code 1 courses.

Development: A draft of this U.S. History Rubric was developed by General Education faculty in Spring
2024 and revised by faculty from the Departments of History and Political Science for use in the U.S.
History pilot assessment in Spring 2025. The pilot will inform future revisions to the rubric.

PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTORS BY LEVEL

DIMENSION 4 3 2 1

Cause/Effect
Explain the causes and/or consequences
of one or more major U.S. historical
events.

Comprehensive
explanation

Adequate
explanation

Limited
explanation

Little to no
explanation

Process
Describe the role of a major social
movement in effecting change in U.S.
history.

Thorough
description

Adequate
description

Limited
description

Little to no
description

Agency
Describe how major ethnic groups shaped

historical change in the U.S.

Thorough
description

Adequate
description

Limited
description

Little to no
description

Upon completion of a U.S.-1 course, students will be able to:

● Explain the causes and consequences of major historical events in a period of at least a
hundred years of U.S. history;

● Describe the contributions of major social movements and ethnic groups in a period of at
least a hundred years of U.S. history.


