 Research Protocol Application

Directions:

1.	Obtain and read a copy of “Instructions for Users of the Subject Pool.”

2. 	Fill out this form and follow all the directions carefully. Answers to all questions must be TYPED on the form directly below each question. Do not answer questions with attachments. Be sure to include a completed consent form with your application.

3. 	Email this completed form along with consent form/s to the Professor in charge of the study. All protocols must be emailed to the Subject Pool Coordinator by the Professor in Charge. Subjects may not be tested until the Professor in Charge receives confirmation from the Subject Pool Coordinator that the protocol has been approved. 
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What is the title of this study? 
(The title provided here must be IDENTICAL to the title on the consent form).


	Experimenters’ Names

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Does this study involve the use of the Psychology Department Subject Pool?

If no to the above question, you do not need to submit this form – approval for your study must come through the Professor in Charge.

	If yes to the above question, how many subjects are you requesting? 

	If yes to the above question, how many points per subject? 
(A ½ credit is given for each 25 minutes or less per session. For example, a 55-minute study earns 1 ½ credits. A 2-session study of 10 minutes each earns 1 credit.) 

Professor approving this protocol:

____________________________________     Date: _____________________


                   (Professor’s Name)


1.		Briefly describe the scientific purpose of this study (e.g., what hypotheses are being tested). 


2. 	 Briefly describe the methods to be used in this study. Attach a copy of materials to be used (e.g., surveys, videos, etc.). These materials will not be returned to you, keep copies for yourself.

3.	Provide the debriefing statement that will be given to the subjects. This statement must be presented to the subjects at the end of the experimental session. This is very important, the ethical justification for requiring student research participation is that such participation will further the student’s understanding of psychology. 

4.	What will be done to protect confidentiality of the subject’s data? Be specific (e.g., Each subject’s data will be identified only by randomly chosen number).

5.	Is there any deception in this study? That is, do you in any way lie to your subjects or misrepresent the purpose of the research? If not type, “No”, otherwise explain the reason for the deception and how you will remove its possible adverse effects after the study.


6.	Is anything out of the ordinary brought in contact with the subject (e.g., blindfolds, electrodes) or will subjects be asked to eat, drink, or otherwise ingest any substance as a part of the study? If not type “No”, otherwise explain what has been done to protect the subject from hazards such as unintended electrical shocks, infections, etc.

7.	Might subjects experience any pain, either physical or psychological, as a result of their participation? If not type “No”, otherwise, explain.

8.	Will there be any limitations on who may participate in this study (e.g., females only, African-Americans only, right-handed people only)? If not type, “No”, otherwise specify the limitations.

9.	Do you understand that subjects have the right to decide not to continue at any time during a study, that no coercion to continue should be used by you, that the subject will incur no penalty because of his/her refusal, and that it is the researcher’s obligation to make these conditions known to the subjects? (Type “Yes” or “No”). 


10.	Have you read the “Instructions for Users of the Subject Pool” sheet that explains the procedures involved in using the pool? ? (Type “Yes” or “No”).


11.	Do you understand that informed consent sheets must be returned to the Psychology Department Office immediately after subjects are tested? ? (Type “Yes” or “No”).

12.		It is expected that researchers will respect all the rights of their subjects and conscientiously fulfill all of their obligations as researchers. This includes being prompt for appointments, treating subjects courteously and in a professional manner, and maintaining the confidentiality of any data gathered. Do you agree to this? ? (Type “Yes” or “No”).


13.	Obtain the appropriate Informed Consent form, fill it out, and attach it to this application. Only typed Informed Consent forms will be accepted. Each subject must read and sign the consent form before the study starts. The signed consent forms are to be turned in to the Psychology Department Office immediately after the subject participates.

When composing the description for the informed consent, remember that subjects will read the consent and use the information provided to decide whether they are willing to participate. Therefore you must provide them honestly with the information they need to make that determination. Remember that the audience for the consent form is the particular subject who is reading it and your description should be written from that perspective. For example, when describing your procedure your consent form might say “You will be asked to fill out a survey.” but it would not say “Subjects will fill out a survey.”

Notes:

(a)  If any deception is involved, the study is not routine and special attention is required.

(b)  If the subject is physically contacted by the researcher, if the subject is brought in contact with apparatus other than paper and pencil, if the subject is stressed, if the subject is asked to ingest anything including water or coffee, or if any drug or cosmetic (including electrode paste) is applied to the subject, then the study is not routine. The subject’s consent must indicate that the subject is aware that there are potential dangers, however remote, in these encounters—allergic reactions, placebo side-effects, apparatus failure.
