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I first got involved with ATP as an Assistant Professor at CSUEB in 
2006, given my clinical and research experience working with persons with 
dementia, aphasia, and neurologic communication disorders. My early 
roles were supervising, planning aphasia-specific class projects, and 
collaborating with former ATP director Dr. Avent. After Dr. Avent’s 
retirement, in 2009, I began to collaborate closely with Ellen Bernstein-Ellis 
and helped initiate an active era of research, training, and advocacy work 
and helped to substantially improve publicity about the Aphasia Treatment 
Program, that led to multiple national and international research 
collaborations and accolades. I served as ATP co-director in 2010 and 
2011 along with Ellen Bernstein-Ellis. In 2012, I stepped into the role of 
Department Chair and doubled down to make ATP a well-known program 
at CSUEB and to shine a light on the success that ATP modeled as a 
university program that provided long-term, clinical services while training 
graduate students in state-of-the-art aphasia therapy. During these years, 
the Aphasia Treatment Program and the Aphasia Tones performed at the 
CSHA Convention in San Jose (2012), was recognized as a departmental 
strength in the ASHA accreditation process (2012), performed at CSUEB’s 
WASC Accreditation celebration event (2013), hosted the first campus-wide 
aphasia awareness event with actor Carl McIntyre and screening the 
Aphasia movie (2014; this event partly funded by a grant that I and Shubha 
Kashinath received), and engaged in a historic collaboration with the 
Hayward City library, raising awareness about aphasia and with the 
Aphasia Tones performing at Hayward City Hall (2015). During these 
years, ATP and the Aphasia Tones stepped solidly into the spotlight, 
enjoying media attention and being featured in the Tri-City voice 
newspaper, on the KQED radio show, and receiving the Bay Area Proud 
Award (in 2015).  

I am most proud of the role I played in ATP’s leadership as co-
director and by leveraging my role as department chair to highlight ATP 
while establishing a stronger culture of clinical research, collaboration, and 
strategic publicity for the program. A pinnacle moment was when I received 
a letter as department chair from CSU Chancellor Tim White praising our 
collective efforts and recognizing our department’s work in aphasia. I 
helped establish. I most value the relationship I have with ATP director 
Ellen, with ATP members and their families, and our student researchers 
working in aphasia. Together we made an incredible difference, and I 



carried the seeds of this work in launching the Spartan Aphasia Research 
Clinic (SPARC) at San José State University, which just completed 5 years. 
The memories we made, the student and client lives we changed, the 
research we did together, and the bonds I developed are unforgettable. In t 
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