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Greetings!

I’m thrilled to introduce Cal State East Bay's first Student Investment Fund newsletter. The goal is to share
information about the program while keeping a wholly student-centric viewpoint.

The SIF program gives a unique experiential learning experience. Students learn by doing! Whether it is
pouring through financial statements, analyzing datasets in Excel, networking and managing
relationships, or pitching to our Board, these skills translate over to the real world. Students develop into
professionals by learning soft skills valued by employers.

The SIF launched in Spring of 2022 and the future is bright! I am excited to develop this into a premier
program for the university. The Fund is really a gift that keeps on giving back. Starting next year, 5% of the
SIF’s assets will be used to fund student scholarships annually.

Final exams normally close the chapter on my relationship with students. This is certainly not the case
with this program! I am still receiving emails from former SIF students that have graduated, asking how
the fund is doing and what's new. I have been told that this program has been their most memorable and
impactful college experience. From the bottom of my heart, I want to thank all my students for making what
I do more meaningful.

This has been made possible by our generous benefactors - Mike and Shirley Coke, Michael Dance, and
Ken Pereira. On behalf of the students and myself, thank you for your gifts. They are inspirational.

All the best,
Professor Brian Du

Welcome Honorary SIF Board Member Louie Navellier

Louie is an alumnus of our university where he graduated with a B.S. in Finance in
1978 and an MBA in 1979. While studying here, he was working on a research project
to mimic the S&P 500’s performance. Unfortunately, he failed at this task because he
ended up discovery strategies that beat the S&P 500! Louie is an extremely
successful investor and his investment firm, Navellier & Associates, manages over $1
billion in assets for their clients. Louie is an avid writer and publishes regular
newsletters for individual investors.

We welcome Louie to be an honorary SIF Board member to help and advise the
students in their work. Thank you for your time and we truly value your expertise.

SIF Board Members
Dr. Ching-Lih Jan (Professor)
Dr. Eric Fricke (Professor)
Dr. Scott Fung (Professor)
Dr. Sinan Goktan (Professor)

To view this email as a web page, go here.



Mr. Mike Coke (CEO of Terreno Realty; donor)
Mr. Ken Pereira (Retired CFO of SteelRiver Infrastructure Partners; donor)
Mr. Louie Navellier (Chairman and Founder of Navellier & Associates)

Thanks to all the SIF Board Members for helping develop this program!

Student Success

Former SIF students have started careers in these companies:
Peak360 Wealth Management - Associate Advisor
American Express - Finance Operations Analyst
Stanford Health Care - Financial Analyst
Lincoln Financial Group - Paraplanner
New York Life - Risk Management and Wealth Accumulation Specialist
Fremont Bank - Internal Auditor
Treasury Wine Estates - Junior Analyst
Robert Half - Credit Analyst
OMV Group - Internship

Hear From SIF Students

"I am grateful for the opportunity to share how the SIF program has influenced my career. My experience in
the SIF has been a pivotal part of my educational journey, shaping both my skills and career as a bank
auditor."
- David Cox

"The SIF course made a profound impact on my professional development and career."
- Yannick Raffell

"I can say without a doubt that FIN425 is the most beneficial class I have taken as a finance major. All the
skills that we learn in class, are all applicable in the real world."
- John Ong

"I’m now more confident in my analytical and collaborative skills to navigate and contribute to the financial
world than ever before."
- Elizabeth Linares

"The SIF program has helped me tremendously in developing vocational skills that are crucial for my
success in the business world."
- Shakiba Shakeri

Read More

SIF Students in Chicago

In October of 2023, Student Investment Fund students and Professor Brian Du flew to
Chicago to attend the Student Managed Investment Fund Consortium organized by
Indiana State University. Over 400 participants from 50 universities across the U.S. joined
industry professionals to engage in networking, panel discussions, investment
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competitions, and presentations from finance professionals. Students who attended
received experiential learning from successful figures in the field of finance, were able to
record best practices surrounding investment management, and were provided with
professional development opportunities.

Current SIF Portfolio

SIF Performance



The total value of the SIF portfolio (as of October 31, 2023) is $405,268. Since inception, the SIF portfolio
has returned 5.33% compared to 4.82% for the S&P500, generating an alpha of 0.51%. The annualized
standard deviation of the SIF portfolio is 19.05% compared to 18.91% for the S&P500 (difference is
statistically insignificant). On a risk-adjusted basis, the SIF portfolio has a greater Sharpe ratio and Sortino

ratio compared to the benchmark. The R2 of the SIF portfolio is 95.44%.
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