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       he one thing you do feel
       when someone you love

is dying and you can’t stop it is
the loud tick of time.”

Peter Hedges said that
when he wrote “Pieces of
April” after losing his mother
to cancer.

The author of “What’s Eating
Gilbert Grape” makes his direc-
torial debut with “Pieces of
April,” the story of a young
woman, estranged from her
mother, who dares to invite the
family over for Thanksgiving. The
film, released Oct. 17, stars Katie
Holmes, Oliver Platt, Patricia
Clarkson and Derek Luke.

In addition to the strain of
resolving not to fight with her
mother, and her nervousness at
how the family will react to her
African-American boyfriend,
(Luke),  Apri l  endures the
added pressure of discovering
that her oven is broken. She is
forced to wander the apart-
ment complex,  the turkey
roasting pot in her arms, seek-
ing the kindness of strangers to
help her get the dinner cooked.

The family,  meanwhile,
which consists of April’s father,
Jim, her mother, Joy, her grand-
mother and her brother and sis-
ter, are making the daylong trip
to April’s run-down apartment
in Brooklyn. The car is filled
with all the usual family trap-
pings of polite faces and barely
subdued hostilities.

It isn’t just that Joy and
April had a fight. They never

did anything but fight. April,
burned by the cruel anger of
Joy’s temper many, many
times, has been reduced to lick-
ing her wounds and trying to
remember that she is worthy of
others.

Joy, subjected to the horrors
of April’s childhood hostilities,
which included setting more
than one of her siblings on fire,
feels she must watch her back
whenever she is near her dan-
gerously unpredictable daugh-
ter. It is as if the cancer that is
currently feeding on her is sec-
ondary to the anticipation of
the two of them carving emo-
tional wounds into each other
yet again.

Platt remarks on the accu-
racy of family interaction that
Hedges has created:  “It ’s
pretty unusual. It’s very poetic,
but it’s very real. He has an ear
for capturing the bizarre, ugly,
but ultimately really beautiful
rhythm of family life.”

Katie Holmes, best known
for her role as Joey on
television’s “Dawson’s Creek,”
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  he John O’Lague Galleria
 in Hayward will host a

new art exhibit for the month
of November.

Sixteen local artists and
photographers have collabo-
rated to present “Art of the
Sea and Ships,” which will run
from Nov. 6 to Dec. 24.

The exhibit also will feature
ship models created by the art-
ist Henry Nguyen.

Museum hours are Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., at Hayward City Hall, 777
B St., walking distance from
Hayward BART. An artist’s re-
ception will be held Friday,
Nov. 14, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

From Nov. 6 to Dec. 20,
Hayward’s Green Shutter Gal-
lery will present its annual

“Holiday Arts Show” of

Local Galleries
Schedule Fall Exhibits

original art work created by
members of the Hayward Arts
Council.

Featured works for show
and for  sale wi l l  include
holiday greeting cards, jew-
elry, ceramics, photography
and paintings.  The show
will offer an opportunity to
observe the talents of local
artists as well a chance to
get a head start on shopping
for unique gifts this Christ-
mas season.

There will be an artists’
reception Nov. 8 from 2:30 to
4:30 p.m. The Green Shutter
Gallery is located at 22654
Main Street, between B and
C  S t r e e t s  i n  d o w n t o w n
Hayward.

Both events will be free.
More information is avail-
able from the Hayward Arts
Counci l  510-538-2787 for
more information.

comes through as a complex,
emotionally-damaged charac-
ter. She portrays April, who
was “named after the moody
month” by Hedges. April is a
young woman filled with pain
and conflict over the long-ago,
animosity-ridden relationship
and subsequent split with her
mother, who is in the latter half
of the stages of breast cancer.

The character of Joy (Patricia
Clarkson) does not come out and
say, ‘I have breast cancer’. In-
stead, she rides along in the car,
pale and wan, answering her
family’s anxious inquiries of ‘Are
you OK?” over and over again.

We see her vomiting in the
bathroom of a service station.
She rinses off her wig, then re-
places it on her head before
looking in the mirror. Back in
the car, Joy looks through a
photo album that her son has
put together. A black and white
photo shows Joy holding her
bare breasts in her hands.

“This is my favorite,” she
says with a tender smile. “I
miss them.”

It is apparent that April is
fragile, both by her fairylike
stature and her ragged emo-
tional state. But there is noth-
ing weak about her resolve.
With doors literally slamming
shut in her face, her steely de-
termination forces her onward,
arms wrapped around the tur-
key pot, to make her strange
appeal to every single resident
of the tenement.

“Apri l  is  stubborn and
wants to prove herself and
doesn’t want to be told what
to do,” Holmes remarks, “but
throughout the movie she dis-
covers the importance of fam-
ily and the importance of being
vulnerable, and that it’s okay
to love people.”

Bobby knows the power of
love; he loves April deeply.
Faced with the emotional
wreck April has become on
this day, rather than stand
around like a helpless male,
wringing his hands, Bobby fol-
lows her around on her orbit
of frustration, doing his best to
calm her, to tell her that she
is good enough, that the din-
ner will be fine.

the film received a standing
ovation at this year’s Sundance
Film Festival.

“It was just insane,” re-
members Clarkson. “We were
all very excited.”

“It’s one of those movies I
think doesn’t hit you right
away,” says Holmes, “but if
we’ve done it right, you real-
ize how very true the film is for
some people.”
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  he Wind Ensemble
 “Home” Tour Concert,

featuring the University
Wind Ensemble and the
James Logan High School
Wind Symphony, will take
place on Monday, Oct.27 at
8 p.m. at the Cal State Uni-
versity Theater.

General admission is $7,
$5 for seniors and non-CSUH
students, and free for CSUH
students with proper identi-
fication.

Timothy M. Smith, profes-
sor of music at CSUH, and
Ramiro Barerra, of James Lo-
gan High School, will con-
duct their ensembles during
the concert. The CSUH Mu-
sic Department hosts the
event.

Every fall the top wind
and jazz ensembles return
from touring and play the
home concert to give the
community an opportunity
to hear what they’ve been
doing.

This year, the ensemble
played six concerts in three
days. Venues were as varied
as a high school auditorium
and a cafeteria, so that stu-
dents could get used to play-
ing in dif ferent environ-
ments while at the same
time introducing their music
to a wider audience.

This particular concert
featured music composed
within the last ten years.
The Wind Ensemble will per-
form for 45 minutes, and the
James Logan High band will
perform for the second half
of the program.

“This group from James
Logan High School is one of
the best high school bands
in California,” said Smith.
“Everyone will be surprised.
We have very talented stu-
dents here.”

More information about
this and other performances
is available at
www.isis.csuhayward.edu/
music or at (510) 885-3167.

Wind Ensemble
Comes Home

Platt remarks on the accuracy of family
interaction that Hedges has created:

“It’s pretty unusual. It’s very poetic, but
it’s very real. He has an ear for capturing

the bizarre, ugly, but ultimately really
beautiful rhythm of family life.”
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  e r fo rmers  in  Ca l  S ta te
 Hayward’s next Studio The-

atre production, Anton Chekhov’s
“Uncle Vanya,”  will bring a wide
range of experience to the stage
Nov. 14.

“Uncle Vanya,” a play written
in 1888 contains elements of both

CSUH Chekhov Play Portrays
1888 Russia Nov. 14

humor and drama. The backdrop
is turn-of-the-century Russia,
where a retired professor lives on
his ex-wife’s estate with his new
wife Yelena and the professor’s
daughter Sonya, who is almost
the same age as her step-mother.

When Dr. Astrov, an expe-
rienced but weary physician,
comes to treat the professor,
drama ensues as Astrov and
Vanya  fa l l  i n  l ove  wi th
Yelena, and Sonya is in love
with Astrov.

The play, directed by Mary
Gibboney, expresses “the absur-
dity of people sitting around do-
ing nothing while loudly com-
plaining that their lives were
wasted because they did noth-
ing,” according to the Depart-
ment of Theatre and Dance.

The cast rehearses for sev-
eral hours, six days a week.
The actors are students, par-
ents or spouses, many of whom
have jobs.

Some find making time for re-
hearsal to be tough.

For Genevieve Kolve, the fresh-
man theater major who plays Yelena,
rehearsal is part of the business.

P

“I’ve always done way too
much,” she said. “It’s easier for
me because I live on campus, but
it’s still stressful.”

Leticia Bradford, who plays
Mrs. Voinisky, has managed to
find time to be a mother, wife,
free-lance drama teacher, un-
classified graduate student and
actor in “Uncle Vanya.”

Although Bradford has a
relatively small role in the
play, she dedicates herself to
teamwork and unity of the cast
and crew.

“Being part of the team cre-
ates unity,” she said.  “It
doesn’t matter if I’m the main
part or not.”

Chekhov is one of Russia’s
most cherished storytellers. He
produced comical one-acts as
well as full-length tragedies dur-
ing his time.

After a disappointing review
of his play “The Seagull,”
Chekhov realized that many ac-
tors did not understand their
roles. At the age of 44, Chekhov
died of tuberculosis and was bur-
ied in Moscow, but is still consid-
ered by many to be the greatest

Russian raconteur and dramatist
of the modern era.

Performances will be Nov. 14,
15, 21 and 22 at 8 p.m. and Nov.
23 at 2 p.m.

Ticket prices range from $8
general admission to $6 for se-
niors and youth, to $5 for CSUH
students.

Wednesday, November 5, 2003
2:45 PM in the University Union, Room 311

California State University, Hayward

Free and Open to the public.
Light refreshments will be served.

Questions (510) 885-2640

Parking permits are available
in lots C, G, & K for $1.50.

TheSmithCenter California State University, Hayward
25800 Carlos Bee Boulevard
Hayward. CA 94542

Sponsored by:
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thesmithcenter.org
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