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Dlrector Finds Theater Work Exhllaratmg

By Michael Chung
Staff Writer

For some people, work is simply
a way to make money.

But for Dawn Monique Williams,
who recently directed the Cal State
East Bay production of “Children of
Eden,” work is her passion.

Williams compares her love for
theater to how an athlete might feel
on game day.

“I just get this insane rush, a
natural high,” Williams said. “It is
just an incredible thing to tap into
emotions that we do not use every
day or that we so often repress.”

Williams, who has directed sev-
eral CSUEB productions, including
“Madea,” “Trojan Women,"” “Creon,”
and “A Christmas Carol,” said being
a director is “more intense” than
performing onstage.

“I get a tremendous sense of
pride in watching something that
was once a vision come to life on
the stage,” Williams said. “Working
with talented and generous actors
is so rewarding because I am able
to help them tap into something
and collaborate with them to create
something that is all at once a part
of us and outside ourselves. And, of
course, affecting an audience (is also
rewarding). Getting them to tap in to
something, laugh, cry or even storm
out of the theater means I am doing
something right.”

Williams, who was born in Oakland
and attended school in Berkeley, said
she began her career in show business
by taking dance lessons and joining the
choir during elementary school.
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“At 15
years old,
during my
sophomore
year of high
school, 1
acted in my
first ‘real’
play, ‘Day of
Absence,’”
Williams
said. “The
next year, I took advanced drama
and the teacher let another student
and I direct one-act plays as our final
(exam). We did a real evening perfor-
mance for an invited audience, and
from then on, I was hooked.”

Williams attended San Francisco
State University after graduating
from high school in 1996, but eventu-
ally graduated from CSUEB in 2003
with a bachelor's degree in theater
arts with an option in directing.

Williams said her goal is to be-
come a professional director.

“I want to earn a living doing
what I love,” Williams said. “Ideally,
in five years I will be working profes-
sionally. In 10 years, I will hold a fac-
ulty position at a college or university
where I can be a beacon of light for a
student like me.”

-

Dawn Monique Williams

Williams said she credits the CSUEB
theatre department as the springboard
to her career as a director.

“The (department) has been tre-
mendously generous to me, providing
me with invaluable experiences like
traveling abroad to participate in Inter-
national Theatre Festival, and oppor-
tunities to teach and direct,” Williams
said. “The professors have put so much
faith in me that I know I am indebted
to them for all my successes. I heard a
proverb once that goes something like,
‘every blade of grass has an angel in
its ear whispering, grow, grow,’ and I
have had several.”

As Williams progresses in her ca-
reer, she said that being a young black
woman who has a child, a unique and
specific voice, and theatrical aesthetic,
is an asset and obstacle.

“Being a black female presents
obstacles in that it is hard to ‘place’
me,” Williams said. “As a director,
my sensibilities are, for the most part,
untouched in American drama. This
is also an asset because it means
that my voice needs to be heard,
needs a place, and it won't be the
same redundancy that makes people
turn away from theater because they
think it is boring. I bring something
new to the cannon.”
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Williams said that Julie Taymor,
Mary Zimmerman, Richard E. T.
White, and Tina Landau are among
her favorite directors. The director
also said that she loves working with
student actors and actresses.

“I honestly enjoy working with
students because the interaction is
about an educational experience and
not just work or a business dealing,”
Williams said. “Students come with
something to learn, and it becomes
the director’s job to equip them with
not only the knowledge, but the tools
to get it on their own in the future.”

Williams added that the women
in her life inspire her to achieve her
goals.

“From my mother to my daughter,
and my professors and colleagues,”
Williams said. “I like to deal with
women's issues in my work. I like to
make women's issues global issues.
I am also inspired by survivors and
people that go for their dreams.”

Williams said “Children of Eden,”
which premiered on Aug. 12, was a
success.

The director also plans to produce
and direct a production of “Hands
Around” in the spring and co-direct
a production for the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival next summer.
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CASTRO VALLEY

NEW CHABOT CINEMA
2853 Castro Valley Bivd.(510) 582-2555
www.moviebargain.com
Daily Bargain $5.50 All Shows before 6 pm.
After 6 pm any student with ID $5.50
Terific Tuesday-All Seats $3.50
DTS Digital-Dolby EX Surround

< The Brothers Grim (00)
Fri - Sun: 11:30, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30

Mon - Thur: 4:30 7:00

www.moviebargain.com

CINEDOME 8 FREMONT
Highway 880 at Mowry (510) 790-0866

All Screens with “H” & “W"”
$5.00 Bargain Price Call theatre for Pass Policy.
Weekday Shows Starting Before 6pm
Sat/Sun/Hol. Starting before 2pm

% The Cave(PG-13)
12:40, 3, 5:20, 7:40, 9:55
 Undiscovered (PG-13)
12:35, 2:50, 5:05, 7:20, 9:35
< March Of the Penguins (G)
11:55, 1:50, 3:45, 5:40, 7:35, 9:40
% The 40 Year-Old Virgin (R)
11:50, 2:20, 4:55, 7:30, 10
¢ The Dukes Of Hazzard
(PG-13)
7:45, 10:05
¢ Charlie And The
Chocolate Factory (PG)
1:40, 4:25, 7, 9:30
% Sky High (PG)
12:05, 2:25, 4:45, 7:10, 9:45
< Supercross: The Movie
(PG-13)
Fri.-Tue.: 9:50 P.M.
< Deuce Bigalow:
European Gigolo (R)
12, 1:55, 3:50, 5:45, 7:50, 9:45
12:05, 2:25, 4:45, 7:10, 9:45
» Must Love Dogs (PG)

12:40, 3:00, 5:15, 7:25, 9:50

NAZ 8 CINEMAS
MULTI-CULTURAL
MOVIE CINEMA
Fremont Gateway
39160 Paseo Padre ParkWay Fremont
CA 94538 + (510) 797-2000

% NO ENTRY
(With Dolby Digital Sound/with
English subtitles)
FRI :5,6,7,8,9,10, 11 & 12
SAT-SUN:1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,

MON-THU: 4 & 8

+ BARSAAT
(With Dolby Digital Sound/with
English subtitles)
FRI :5,7,9 & 11
SAT - SUN:1,3,5,7,9 & 11
MON-THU: 4 & 8

% MY WIFE'S MURDER
(With Dolby Digital Sound)
FRI :5
SAT & SUN: 1
MON-THU: 4, & 8

+ MANGAL PANDEY
(With Dolby Digital Sound/with
English subtitles)
FRI :5, 6:30, 8, 9:30 & 11
SAT - SUN: 1, 2:30, 4, 5:30, 7,
8:30, 10 & 11:30
MON -THU: 4 & 8

% PARINEETA
(With Dolby Digital Sound/with
English subtitles)
FRI: 5
SAT - SUN: 1
MON -THU: 4 & 8

% APARICHITUDU/
TELUGU MOVIE
(With Dolby Digital Sound/with
English subtitles)

FRI: 9
QAT: 8

'MOVIES

CINEDOME 7 NEWARK
Opposite Newark Mall+(510) 796-8000
Call Theatre for Pass info*$5.00 Bargain Price
Weekday Shows Starting Before 6pm
Sat/Sun/Hol Starting Before 2pm
All Screens With “H" & “W"

% The Brothers Grimm (pG-13)
11:25, 1:30, 3:35, 5:40, 7:45, 9:50
** Red Eye (r)
11:25, 1:30, 3:35, 5:40, 7:45, 9:50
¢ Four Brothers (r)
11:35, 1:55, 4:20, 7:05, 9:30
% Wedding Crashers (r)
11:40, 2:20, 5, 7:40, 10:20
% The Skeleton Key (pG-13)
11:45, 2:15, 4:40, 7:10, 9:35
% Valiant )
11:30, 1:25, 3:20, 5:15, 7:15, 9:10

SAN LEANDRO

CENTURY 16-BAY FAIR MALL

350 Bay fair Mall, San Leandro
(510)481-0123

< The Brothers Grimm (pc-13)

11:30, 12:50, 2:15, 3:35, 5,

6:20, 7:45, 9:05, 10:30

b The Cave (r)

12:55, 3:15, 5:35, 7:55, 10:15

e Undiscovered (r)

12:45, 3, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45

r March Of The Penguins ()

11:35, 1:35, 3:30, 5:30, 7:35, 9:35

¢ The 40 Year-Old Virgin (r)

11:50, 1, 2:30, 3:40, 5:10, 6:20,

7:50, 9, 10:30

¢ Red Eye (pG-13)

11:45, 1:50, 3:55, 6, 8:05, 10:10

¢ Four Brothers (r)

12, 2:35, 5, 7:25, 9:20, 9:50

¢ Wedding Crashers (r)

11:45, 2:20, 4:55, 7:35, 10:20

¢ The Skeleton Key (pc-13)

12:05, 2:25, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40

% Valiant )

11:40, 1:40, 3:45, 5:40, 7:40, 9:40

¢ The Dukes Of Hazzard (pG-13)

7:45,10:05

¢ Charlie And The

Chocolate Factory (pc-13)

11:50, 2:25, 5:05

% Sky High (pc-13)

12, 2:20, 4:40, 7

¢ Supercross: The Movie (pc-13)

Fri.-Tue. : 11:30

¢ Deuce Bigalow:

European Gigolo (r)

11:40, 1:50, 3:55, 5:55, 8, 10:05

% The Great Raid (r)

1:10, 4:05, 7, 9:55

<4 Batman Begins (pG-13)

4:25, 7:20

POR

PN

ala

G Material suitable for
general audiences

PG Parental discretion
may be advisable

R Under 17 must be
accompanied by adult

PG-13 Parental guidance
13 & under

NC-17 Persons under 17
will not be admitted

w Wheelchair access

H Hearing impaired
NP No passes

Al Movie Times Listed Start on Friday!

CENTURY 25
32100 Union Landing rd.
(at Alvarado Niles Rd.)
(510) 487-9593 *THX On All Screens

< The Brothers Grimm (pc-13)
11:30, 12:25, 1:20, 2:15, 3:10, 4:05,
5:00, 5:55, 6:50, 7:45, 8:40, 9:35
10:30, 11:50
% The Cave (r)
11:50, 12:50, 2:25, 3:20, 5:10, 5:40,
7:25, 8:10, 9:45, 10:35, 12
< Undiscovered (r)
12:10, 2:30, 4:45, 7:10, 9:20, 11:35
< Matando Cabos (r)
12:15, 2:35, 4:55, 7:20, 9:55, 12:10
< March Of The Penguins (pG-13)
11:15, 1:30, 3:40, 5:45, 7:50,
9:50, 12:05
< The 40 Year-Old Virgin (r)
11:30, 12:55, 2:15, 3:35, 5, 6:25,
7:40, 9:05, 10:40, 11:45
< Red Eye (pG-13)
11:35, 12:30, 1:45, 2:40, 3:50, 4:50,
6,7, 8:15,9:10, 10:25, 11:55
< Four Brothers (r)
11:20, 12:40, 1:50, 3:05, 4:20, 5:30,
6:45, 7:55, 9:15, 10:20, 11:40
< Wedding Crashers (r)
11:45, 1:15, 2:35, 4:10, 5:25, 6:50,
8:05, 9:30, 10:45
% Valiant (r)
11:20, 1:15, 3:25, 5:35, 7:30,
9:40, 11:35
< The Skeleton Key (pc-13)
11:25, 2, 4:25, 6:55, 9:25, 12:05
< Supercross (r)
11:20, 1:25, 3:30, 6:15, 8:25, 10:35
< March Of The Penguins (pG-13)
11:15, 1:30, 3:40, 5:45, 7:50,
9:50, 12:10
< Four Brothers (r)
11:15, 12, 12:50, 1:40, 2:30, 3:20,
4:10, 4:55, 5:50, 6:40, 7:30, 8:20,
9:05, 10, 11
< The Skeleton Key (pc-13)
11:25, 12:45, 2, 3:10, 4:25, 5:40,
6:55, 8:10, 9:25, 10:40,12:05
% Valiant ()
11:20, 1:15, 3:25, 5:35, 7:30,
9:40, 11:35
< The Dukes Of Hazzard (pG-13)
5:20, 7:45, 10:20
< Charlie And The
Chocolate Factory (pc-13)
11:40, 2:25, 5:15, 8, 10:35
< Sky High(ra-13)
11:55, 2:20, 4:40, 7:05, 9:30, 11:50
< Supercross: The Movie (pc-13)
Fri.-Tue.: 11:15 A.M.
<+ Deuce Bigalow:
European Gigolo (r)
11:25, 1:35, 3:45, 5:50, 8, 10:15
% Must Loves Dogs (rG-13)
12:20, 2:55
< The Great Raid (r)
1, 3:55, 7:15, 10:05
Double Feature
% Fantastic Four (pG-13)
12:35, 5:20, 10
< War Of The Worlds (pG-13)
2:50, 7:35
% The Aristocrats (Nr)
11:15, 1:25, 3:35, 5:45, 7:55,
10, 12:15
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