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‘Friends with
Money’ Portrays
Melting Pot of
Lifestyles

By Tara Ellicott
Staff Witer

llF riends with Money” i
a comedy-drama about
four female friends who have the
typical problems of straight, mar-
ried, upper-class white women.
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The movie centers on Olivia,
played by Jennifer Aniston, the
only character who does not reflect
this demographic — at least not
yet. As described by her friend
Jane, played by Frances McDor-
mand (“City by the Sea”), Olivia is
“single, a pothead and a maid.”

The movie consists of witty
banter and gossip as the charac-
ters meet to discuss their lives,
exchange sarcastic remarks and
chitchat with their spouses about
their friends’ marriages and fi-
nancial situations. Their words
flow smoothly, exposing the com-
plex dynamics of relationships
among friends and spouses.

It is apparent that the director
and writer, Nicole Holofcener, is
comfortable with and knowledge-
able about this world, probably
drawing on personal experience
when she wrote the dialogue.

But the movie does not push
any boundaries. With television
successes such as “Sex and the
City” and “Desperate House-
wives,” audiences have shown
interest in stories about women
in their 40s and other straight
and slender white women.

The movie, though well-writ-
ten, delivers what audiences have
come to expect. Perhaps if “gay,”
“full-figured” or “black” could
be used to describe these char-
acters, then this movie would be
truly memorable for challenging
the traditionally male-centered
Hollywood paradigm.

None of the roles in “Friends
with Money” were particularly
challenging for the talented
cast, but the script does at least
provide some semi-interesting
characters.

The basic plot has Olivia quit-
ting her teaching job at a pres-
tigious high school to become a
maid. The audience is supposed
to pity her because she can do
better. The non-white maids
that her wealthy friends employ
are apparently considered bet-
ter-suited for domestic service
because no one in the movie
seems concerned about their
unfortunate situations.

Olivia has a sleazy new boy-
friend, who likes to have sex with
her at the houses she cleans and
takes his cut of the money she
earns. This is probably healthier
than her last relationship with a
married man she still constantly
calls but eventually hangs up on.

Christine, played by Cath-
erine Keener (“Capote”), and
her husband are screenwriters
who collaborate on projects. But
his inability to express emotion
and her inability to notice when
he shaves his beard let the audi-
ence know that their marriage is
doomed.

Jane and her closeted gay
or metrosexual husband have
a strong friendship. Yet Jane is
hostile to everyone around her
— particularly her wait staff
— and she has decided to stop
washing her hair.

Joan Cusack plays the fourth
woman, Franny, whose husband
appears to be problem-free, mostly
because they have loads of money
which she inherited and he loves
to spend.
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Alumni Play ‘La Ronde’ Questions the Psychology of Sex

By Michael Chun
S’myﬁ Wiiter J

en say they have the upper
hand after sex, while women
also claim the advantage.

Figuring out which is right — if
either — can be difficult.

Those wondering the truth should
see an alumni-studded play opening
tonight on the Cal State East Bay
campus that explores the psychology
of sex and gender while looking at
authority and the way in which the
sexual encounter affects it.

The play, “La Ronde, " kicks off the
CSUEB Theatre and Dance Depart-
ment season in association with the
ReVerb Theatre.

“The play is divided into ten self-
contained scenes or vignettes, each
between one man and one woman,”
said director Monique Williams.

Williams joins fellow CSUEB alum-
ni Marissa Keltie and David Toda, who
will star in the production. The show
also features alumnus Bong Dizon
and current theatre student Rachel
Throesch.

Sound and costume designs were
headed by CSUEB alumni April Ro-
driguez and Courtney Flores. The set
was designed by Torben Torp-Smith,
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a master's student at San Francisco
State University, while writing credits
go to Arthur Schnitzler.

Thomas Hird, chair of the CSUEB
Theatre and Dance Department,
expects the production to be a truly
theatrical experience.

“I have watched Dawn learn from
every mentor and experience, espe-
cially in our international travels,” he
said. “It's not that Dawn is developing
into a good director, she already is an
amazing director. ‘La Ronde’ provides

an interesting challenge for an audi-
ence today, but she will make it clear
to us and no doubt astonish us.”

Williams, an Oakland native who
began her career in show business by
taking dance lessons and joining the
choir as a child, acted in her first ‘real’
play, “Day of Absence,” when she was
15 years old.

Although Williams originally at-
tended SFSU after graduating from
high school in 1996, she eventually
transferred to CSUEB and graduated in
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Family Dinners
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Open 7 Days A Week
11am-9pm
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‘A GORGEOUS,
ENGROSSING EPIC’

FROM
NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

World Films.

-JOHN HARTL, SEATTLE TIMES

‘RIVETING!”

-GIANNI TRUZZI, SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER

PATRDL

INSPIRED BY A PEOPLE’'S REMARKABLE MISSION.

e~ www.mountainpatrolmovie.com

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT
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RESL.

LANDMARI'S

Shattuck at Kittredge = (510) 464-5980

ONE MAN WILL <CkCX1“

RISK EVERYTHING TO
SAVE INNOCENCE.

CALL
THEATRE

CK' STARTS FRIDAY, APRIL 21 sncicfimes

The sun is finally out.
aybe you should be too!!

Look for the
May - June edition of the
E R :EVALELIRLE] '
Parks District.
"Activity Guide"

in your
April 27th issue of
The Pioneer.

When it’s time to pack up
and move out, call us,
we specialize in packaging
and shipping small loads.
Computers, skis, bikes...you name it!

FREE"

MOVING BOXES

*when you ship with the Packaging Store
925- 460-8455
5524 C Springdale Ave. + Pleasanton, CA94588  WWW. packstore_ com

2003 with a bachelor's degree in Theatre
Arts with an option in Directing.

Since then, Williams has directed
several CSUEB productions, including
“Medea", “The Trojan Women", “Creon”,
“A Christmas Carol” and “Children of
Eden”, which ran in August.

Williams has directed two one-acts
— “Pretty Bird” and “The Past is the

Past” — since doing “Children of Eden.”

“In addition to ‘La Ronde,’ I am cur-
rently directing a ten-minute play, ‘Flow-
ers for the Dead,’ for the San Francisco
Young Playwrights Festival,” she said.
“Iam also in preparation for ‘Scapin, the
Cheat,’ which I'will be co-directing with
Ulises Alcala, a professor of Theatre and
Dance at CSUEB.”
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Appetizer:

~ 10% off all catering

Luau:

I ~ main hut:

Gateway Plaza Shopping Center (next to Albertson)
| 25175 Santa Clara St. 2B Hayward, CA 94544 TEL: 510.784.1128
~ nearby huts:
I Pacific Commons. 43566 Christy St. Fremont, CA 94538 TEL: 510.226.8119

~~Qhana Hawaiian BBQ ~~
~Luau Menu-~

~ Free drink w/ any meal purchase
(show Hayward 1.D. /club sweater/coupon in Pioneer)

(show Hayward 1.D. /club sweater/coupon in Pioneer)

~ Chicken Katsu, BBQ meats, Mac Salad, Spam Musubi

Fremont Hub. 39006 Fremont Blvd. #100, Fremont, CA 94539 TEL: 510.790.2688
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CASTRO VALLEY

NEW CHABOT CINEMA
2853 Casro Valley Bivd.(510) 582-2555
www.moviebargain.com
Daily Bargain $5.50 All Shows before 6 pm.
After 6 pm any student with ID $5.50
Terrific Tuesday-All Seats $3.50
DTS Digital-Dolby EX Surround
« Ice Age 2: The Meltdown
Fri - Sun: 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 6:45
Mon - Thurs: 4:30, 6:45

%+ Inside Man
Fri - Sun: 8:40
www.moviebargain.com

CINEDOME 8 FREMONT
Highway 880 at Mowry (510) 790-0866
All Screens with “H” & “W"”
$5.00 Bargain Price Call theatre for Pass Policy.
Weekday Shows Starting Before 6pm
Sat/Sun/Hol. Starting before 2pm

< Silent Hill (r)
12:00, 1:25, 2:45, 4:15, 5:40, 7:05,
8:30, 9:55

< Thank You for Smoking (R)
12:25, 2:55, 5:10, 7:35, 9:50

< Ice Age: The Meltdown (PG)
12:25, 1:10, 2:50, 3:35, 5:15, 6:15,
7:40, 8:40, 10:00

< The Wild (G)
12:45, 3:00, 5:20, 7:25, 9:30

% Take the Lead (PG-13)
11:50, 2:15, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45

< Failure to Launch (PG-13)
11:55, 2:20, 7:20

% V for Vendetta (r)
4:30, 9:40

“A NAZ 8 CINEMAS

MULTI-CULTURAL
MOVIE CINEMA
Fremont Gateway
39160 Paseo Padre ParkWay Fremont

CA 94538 + (510) 797-2000

% PYARE MOHAN (with Dolby Digital
Sound / with English Subtitles)
FRI:5,6,7,8,9,10, 11 & 12
SAT:1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11 & 12
SUN:1,23,456,7,8,9,10& 11
MON-THU:4&8

*» HUMKO DEEWANA KAR GAYE
(With Dolby Digital Sound / with English
Subtitles)

FRI: 5,8 & 11
SAT-SUN:1,5 8&11
MON-THU : 4 &8

% SHAADI SE PEHLE (with Dolby Digital
Sound / with English Subtitles)
FRI: 5,8 & 11
SAT-SUN: 1,5, 8 &11
MON-THU :4&38

%+ SAA
THE LOVE SEASON (with Dolby
Digital Sound / with English Subtitles)
FRI - SUN:8
MON- THU:4&38

L BEING CYRUS IN ENGLISH
FRI :
SAT - SUN 1
MON - THU : 4

% MAALAMAL WEEKLY
(With Dolby Digital Sound)
FRI: 5

SAT-SUN:1&5
MON-THU : 4 &38

% TAXI 9211 (with Dolby Digital Sound/
with English subtitles)
FRI - SUN : 11
MON - THU: 8

% RANG DE BASANTI (with Dolby
Digital Sound / with English subtitles))
FRI: 5
SUN: 11
MON - TUE : 4
WED - THUR: 4 & 8

 TIRUPATHI TAMIL MOVIE
FRI : 8 & 11
SAT : 1,5, 8 &11
SUN:1,5&8
MON - TUE : 8

'MOVIES

CINEDOME 7 NEWARK
Opposite Newark Mall+(510) 796-8000
Call Theatre for Pass info* $5.00 Bargain Price
Weekday Shows Starting Before 6pm
Sat/Sun/Hol Starting Before 2pm
All Screens With “H” & “W"

% The Sentinel (pG-13)
11:50, 2:20, 4:55, 7:40, 10:15

< Scary Movie 4 (pG-13)
12:05, 12:55, 2:30, 3:10, 4:40, 5:20,
7:00, 7:55, 9:15, 10:05

< The Benchwarmers (pc-13)
12:20, 2:35, 4:45, 7:10, 9:25

% Inside Man (r)
1:00, 3:55, 7:05, 10:00

¢ Lucky Number Slevin (r)
11:45, 2:15, 4:50, 7:20, 9:50

« La Mujer De Mi Hermano (r)
12:40, 2:55, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45

SAN LEANDRO

CENTURY 16-BAY FAIR MALL
350 Bay fair Mall, San Leandro
(510)481-0123

% The Sentinel (pc-13)
12:25, 2:55, 5:25, 7:55, 10:30

% Silent Hill r)
12:10, 1:35, 3:00, 4:25, 5:50, 7:15,

8:40, 10:05

< American Dreamz (pG-13)
11:55, 2:25, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00

% Thank You for Smoking (r)
12:05, 2:35, 5:05, 7:20, 9:30

% Scary Movie 4 (pG-13)
11:45, 12:40, 1:50, 2:45, 3:55, 4:50,
6:00, 6:55, 8:05, 9:00, 9:35, 10:10

 Ice Age: The Meltdown (rg)
12:15, 2:40, 4:55, 7:10, 9:25

¢ The Benchwarmers (pG-13)
11:35, 1:40, 3:45, 5:55, 8:00, 10:15

% The Wild )
11:25, 12:20, 1:30, 2:30, 3:35, 4:35,
5:40, 6:40, 7:45, 9:50

% Sneak Preview-
Akeelah and the Bee (rg)
Sat: 7:00 PM

% Take the Lead (pG-13)
11:50, 2:20, 5:15, 7:50, 10:20
* Inside Man (r)
1:25, 4:15, 7:05, 9:55
< Lucky Number Slevin (r)
11:30, 2:15, 4:45, 7:35, 10:25
¢ La Mujer De Mi Hermano (r)
12:35, 2:50, 5:10, 7:25, 9:40
% ATL (pG-13)
4:30, 9:20
< Phat Girlz (pG-13)
11:40, 2:00, 7:00

G Material suitable for
general audiences

PG Parental discretion
may be advisable

R Under 17 must be
accompanied by adult
Parental guidance

13 & under

Persons under 17

will not be admitted

PG-13
NC-17

w Wheelchair access
H Hearing impaired

NP No passes
Al Movie Times Listed Start on Friday!

CENTURY 25
32100 Union Landing rd.
(at Alvarado Niles Rd.)
(510) 487-9593 *THX On All Screens

« The Sentinel (pG-13)

11:15, 12:10, 1:50, 2:45, 4:25, 5:20,
7:00, 7:55, 9:35, 10:30, 12:15

% Silent Hill (r
11:50, 12:55, 1:40, 2:50, 3:45, 4:40,
5:45, 6:40, 7:35, 8:40, 9:40, 10:35,
12:00

< American Dreamz (pG-13)
11:40, 2:25, 4:55, 7:30, 10:00

« Thank You for Smoking (r)
11:40, 2:00, 4:20, 7:05, 9:25, 11:45

% Scary Movie 4 (pG-13)
11:55, 12:25, 12:50, 1:15, 2:00, 2:35,
3:00, 3:25, 4:15, 4:45, 5:10, 5:35,
6:25, 6:55, 7:20, 7:45, 8:10, 8:35,
9:05, 9:30, 9:55, 10:15, 10:45, 11:10,
11:40, 12:10

< Ice Age: The Meltdown (rg)
11:30, 12:00, 12:40, 1:45, 2:15, 2:55,
3:55, 4:35, 5:25, 6:50, 7:40, 9:15,
9:50, 11:30, 12:05

« Sneak Preview-
Akeelah and the Bee (rc)
SAT: 7:00 P.M.

< The Benchwarmers (pc-13)
11:20, 1:30, 3:40, 5:50, 8:05, 10:10,
12:15

« The Wild (q)
11:35, 12:30, 1:40, 2:40, 3:50, 5:00,
5:55, 7:10, 8:15, 10:25

« Take the Lead (rc-13)
11:45, 2:30, 5:15, 7:50, 9:20, 10:20,
11:55

< Inside Man (r)
1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10

% Lucky Number Slevin (r)
11:45, 2:20, 4:50, 7:25, 10:05

< Failure to Launch (pG-13)
5:40, 8:00, 10:25

< V for Vendetta (r)
1:05, 4:05, 7:05,10:05

« La Mujer De Mi Hermano (r)
11:35, 1:55, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45, 12:05

% ATL (PG-13)
5:30, 10:20

« Phat Girlz (pc-13)
12:05, 3:05, 8:00

< She's the Man (pc-13)
12:15, 3:10

< Friends with Money (r)
11:25, 1:35, 3:55, 6:15, 8:25, 10:40

Sunshine
Outside Dining

a Movie
The Perfect Day




