By Mike Rosenberg
Staff Witer

G-13 movies and Will Ferrell just

don't mix.

His new movie, “Talladega Nights:
The Ballad of Ricky Bobby" proves this
theory while providing minimal laughs
and your garden variety “been there,
seen that” type of plot.

After starring in such smash hits
as “0Old School” and “Anchorman,”
Ferrell has appeared in complete
stinkers like “Elf,” “Bewitched” and
“Kicking and Screaming.” The more
Ferrell plays toward a younger crowd,
the less funny he gets. You'd think
he would know this after getting his
start on the late-night television show,
“Saturday Night Live,” but apparently
he either hasn't figured it out yet or
doesn't care as long as he is getting
paid by the theater-load.

“Talladega Nights” seemed promising
considering that it revolved around a silly
plot with plenty of hijinks by Ferrell, who
has to be considered the No. 1 comedy
actor in Hollywood right now. The movie's
disappointing style is established early,
however, when his character, NASCAR
driver Ricky Bobby, rehearses a commer-

cial for Big Red. He says, “Hi I'm Ricky
Bobby, and if you don't chew Big Red then
(screw) you."—except they bleeped out
the word that went in place of screw. This
was also the funniest part of the entire
movie.

When you don't allow Ferrell to
go all out and basically act like a
complete idiot for 90-120 minutes,
his performances are no different
than your typical Hollywood “funny”
men and women that continue to bog
down the comedy genre. Because
Hollywood has dissolved to the point
where there are so few comedy actors
who can actually make people laugh,
a new Ferrell movie like this should
warrant some attention.

Ferrell is forced to carry the entire
movie, however, as the peripheral cast
is borderline miserable. Not only did
nobody who was not named Will Ferrell
make me laugh, their characters were
boring and extremely difficult to con-
nect with -- or even tolerate.

Bobby’s main buddy, Cal Naugh-
ton, Jr. (John C. Reilly) is basically a
non-funny and emotionless version
of Bobby himself. Ricky's dad, Reese
Bobby (Gary Cole) is neither an “I hate
you, son” nor an “I support you, son”

type of father, leading the viewer to
get really confused during his interac-
tions with Bobby. This interaction—a
central plot theme—also makes it
virtually impossible for the movie to
have either a happy or sad ending.

Other characters include a bi-
zarre crew chief, Lucius Washington
(Michael Clarke Duncan), who is
constantly grinning and Bobby's
“smokin’-hot wife,” Carley Bobby
(Leslie B ibb).

Basically, the entire movie is a dis-
guised rip on the South. Most of the
jokes focus on how stupid southerners
are, both in terms of book smarts and
street smarts. If you enjoy this type of
humor, you might find yourself liking
it a bit more than politically correct
people tell you that you should. If this
sort of humor offends you for whatever
reason, however, you'll probably be
more affronted than anything else.

Ferrell does provide a few cheap
laughs, and if you are one of those
people who just likes to laugh at ev-
erything that is intended to be funny
then you'll love this movie.

If not, wait for it to play five times
a week on Comedy Central in a few
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Japanese Restaurant Sushi Bar & Grill
1427 E. 14th Street
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(Corner of Mission & Industrial Pkwy)
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“Cooking by Thai & Vietnamese Chefs”
29583 Mission Blvd., Hayward 94544

Tues. - Fri. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. & 5 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

o Come inside and enjoy our newly remodeled & elegant dining room
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Any purchase of $20 or more.
One coupon per table.
Void with any other offer.
Dine-in only.
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WE DELIVER

LIFE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
T GOT EVEN “BETTER”.

HOT & FRESH

2 LOCATIONS!

Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.

Fremont/Newark Union City/Hayward
(Located next to American High School) (Cross Street is Bettencourt)
36488 Fremont Blvd 30593 Union City Blvd St:101
(510) 791-7272(PAPA) (510) 487-7272(PAPA)
Order online at www.papajohns.com Order online at www.papajohns.com

SERVNG THE BEST PIZZA WITH SPORT)
HAPPY HOUR EVERYDAY 4-6P

Domestic: $2/PINT  OTHERS: $2.

DINE-IN & BEER @
UNION CITY ONLY
(Id required)

EVERYDAY SPECIAL PER PERSON
ALL YOU CAN EAT(pine-iN) PIZZA & DRINK

$9 -99 (Limit 3 Pints of Domestic Beer & 1-topping Pizza)
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Receive a FIee Bottled Water
Or 210z Drink With The Purchase
Of Any Premium Salad.

Offer Good At The Following Locations:

+ 26253 Mission Street, Hayward (KMart)

+ 23989 Watkins & Jackson Street, Hayward

+ 1620 Strobridge Ave & Castro Valley Bivd. CV

« 1287 Washington Street (Near Davis St) San Leandro
One coupon per item, per person, per visit. Plus tax if applicable. Prices may vary. Cash value 1/20 of one cent.
Not valid with any other coupon or offer. Coupon may not be duplicated in any way or transmitted via electronic mail.

2006 McDonald’s USA LLC. Owner/Operators, for food cost reimbursement send to: 7035 N. Marks Fresno Ca., 93711
L | | | | | | | | | | | | ‘
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"4 PALACE $3.49

26775 Hayward Blvd.
Hayward, CA 94542
(510) 727-0532

Near Books On The Run, behind Cal State East Bay

One Super Slice with
ngle Topping and Soda

Huge Custom Made Slice
Cooked to Order!

Dine In — Take Out — Delivery

To advertise on the Pioneer menu page,
Please call: (510) 885 - 3526
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‘Talladega’ Not Your Typical Ferrell Flick
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No One Naps During ‘Once Upon a Mattress’

By Nimray Husain
Yy Nimray

[ 1 Once Upon A Mattress,”

which ended its run on
Sunday, helped the Highlands Summer
Theatre Season spring into high gear,
transporting its audiences to a fairytale
kingdom with a devious queen, a mute
king, distressed damsels and awkward
knights brought to life by the melodic
voices of the cast.

The cast of the production, which
consisted largely of Cal State East
Bay students, alumni and young
student actors from Moreau Catholic
High School, executed the challeng-
ing play without missing a step or
having a single voice go hoarse.

The scenery and lighting de-
sign by Richard Olmsted, a faculty
member at CSUEB, was brilliantly
designed and transformed the stage
with each new scene.

The story, based on the fairy tale,
“The Princess and the Pea,” turns on
an unhappy curse that has left King
Sextimus (Jermaine Alexander) unable
to speak. Meanwhile, his devious wife,
Queen Aggravian (Carissa Hatchel), with
the help of the Wizard (Eddy Mulyono),

has taken control of the kingdom.

In an attempt to keep Prince
Dauntless (Bren Evangelista) single,
the queen decrees that only the prin-
cess that can pass her test may marry
her son. Worse yet, no one else in the
kingdom may marry until Dauntless
does. Lady Larkin (Kim Castle) and
Sir Harry (Marcus Silva) are extremely
disturbed by this fact since Larkin is
now pregnant with Harry's baby.

Narration and comedic insight
that helped to unfold the plot was
offered by the Jester (Ana Ramos)
and the Minstrel (Dan Mc Quigg).

“I'm really blown away by the caliber

FREE GOLF

One FREE round of miniature golf with
1 paid round of equal or greater value.

Golfland.

ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS

' GOLDEN TEE '

of the performances considering they are
just students, and you can really see the
hard work they put into the play,” said
audience member Lubna Agha.

“Mattress” was directed and
staged by Darryl V. Jones who, be-
fore joining CSUEB, taught theatre
at the University of Michigan. Jones
received much recognition “Spunk,”
which he directed for the African
Continuum Theatre Co. in Washing-
ton D.C.

Off-Broadway, he directed for the
Blue Heron Theatre Co., earning an
AUDELCO Award for outstanding
production.

| 2533 castro Valley Bivd. Castro Valley +» 510.537.2168 |
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CASTRO VALLEY

NEW CHABOT CINEMA

2853 Castro Valley Bivd.(510) 582-2555
www.moviebargain.com

Daily Bargain $6.00 All Shows before 6 PM.

After 6 PM any student with ID $7.00

Adults $8.00
Terrific Tuesdays - Al Sects $4.50
DTS Digital-Dolby EX Surround

<+ Barnyard:
12:30, 2:30, 4:30, 6:30
< The Devil Wears Prada:
8:15
www.moviebargain.com

CINEDOME 8 FREMONT
Highway 880 at Mowry (510) 790-0866
All Screens with “H” & “W"”
$5.00 Bargain Price Call theatre for Pass Policy.
Weekday Shows Starting Before 6pm
Sat/Sun/Hol. Starting before 2pm
< Snakes On a Plane (R)
12:15, 1:30, 2:40, 3:55, 5:05, 6:20,
7:30, 8:45, 9:55
<+ Material Girls (PG)
11:50, 2:15, 4:45, 7:05, 9:30
< Step Up (PG - 13)
11:35, 2:00, 4:35, 7:15, 9:45
<« Talladega Nights: The Ballad
of Ricky Bobby (PG - 13)
11:40, 2:20, 4:50, 7:20, 9:10, 10:00
% Pulse (PG - 13)

1:10, 3:20, 5:30, 7:40, 9:50
12:10, 2:30, 4:40, 7:10, 9:40
< Monster House (PG)
“Az NAZ 8 CINEMAS
€N MOVIE CINEMA
Fremont Gateway
CA 94538  (510) 797-2000
% KABHI ALVIDA NAA
FRI: 5, 6, 7, 8, 8:30, 9, 10,
10:30, 11 & 12
7,8,8:30, 9, 10, 10:30,
11 & 12

% The Descent (R)
11:45, 2:25, 4:30, 7:00
MULTI-CULTURAL
39160 Paseo Padre ParkWay Fremont
KEHNA (with votby pigitat sound)
SAT-SUN: 1,2 3,4,5,6,
MON - THUR : 4,6 & 8

+ SHAADI KARKE PHAS
GAYA YAAR (with Dolby Digital Sound)
FRI : 5
SAT-SUN:1&4
MON - THUR : 4 & 8

4 ANTHONY KAUN HAI?
(With Dolby Digital Sound)
FRI: 5
SAT-SUN:18&4
MON - THUR : 4 & 8

% OMKARA (with poiby pigital Sound)
FRI: 5, 8 & 11
SAT-SUN:1,4,8& 11

QON-THUR:4&8

MOVIES

CINEDOME 7 NEWARK
Opposite Newark Mall+(510) 796-8000
Call Theatre for Pass info* $5.00 Bargain Price
Weekday Shows Starting Before 6pm
Sat/Sun/Hol Starting Before 2pm
All Screens With “H" & “W”

% Accepted (PG - 13)
12:35, 2:50, 5:05, 7:25, 9:40

< Little Miss Sunshine (r)
11:55, 2:20, 4:45, 7:10, 9:35

< World Trade Center (pG - 13)
11:50, 1:10, 2:40, 4:00, 5:30, 7:00,
8:20, 9:50

«» Barnyard The Original
Party Animals (rg)

12:20, 2:30, 4:40, 7:05, 9:15
< Pirates Of The Caribbean:
Dead Man's Chest (G - 13)
12:05, 3:20, 6:40, 9:55

% Zoom (PG)
12:45, 3:00, 5:15

< The Night Listener (r
7:35, 9:45

SAN LEANDRO

CENTURY 16-BAY FAIR MALL
350 Bay fair Mall, San Leandro
(510)481-0123

« Snakes On a Plane (R)
11:15, 12:00, 12:45, 1:40, 2:25, 3:10,
4:05, 4:50, 5:35, 6:30, 7:15, 8:00,
9:00, 9:45, 10:30

< Accepted (rG - 13)
12:10, 2:35, 5:05, 7:30, 9:45

< Material Girls (PG)
11:40, 2:00, 4:30, 6:50, 9:10

« Little Miss Sunshine (r)
12:30, 3:00, 5:25, 7:50, 10:15

% Step Up (PG - 13)
12:05, 2:30, 5:00, 7:25, 9:50

< Talladega Nights: The Ballad
of Ricky Bobby (PG - 13)
12:20, 2:50, 5:20, 7:55, 10:25

< World Trade Center (pG - 13)
11:50, 1:25, 2:55, 4:15, 5:45, 7:05,
8:35, 9:55

< Barnyard The Original
Party Animals (rg)
11:20, 1:30, 3:40, 6:55, 9:05

% Pulse (pG - 13)
1:10, 3:20, 5:30, 7:40, 10:00

% Pirates Of The Caribbean:
Dead Man's Chest (G- 13)
12:40, 3:50, 7:00, 10:10

% Zoom (pPG)
1:00, 3:05, 5:10

« The Descent (R)
12:15, 2:40, 5:15, 7:35, 10:20

¢ Miami Vice (r)
7:10, 10:05

< The Ant Bully (PG)
12:35, 2:45, 4:55

« Little Man (pG - 13)
7:20, 9:35

CENTURY 25
32100 Union Landing rd.
(at Alvarado Niles Rd.)
(510) 487-9593 *THX On All Screens

< Snakes On a Plane (R)
11:30, 12:45, 1:20, 1:50, 3:15, 3:50,
4:30, 5:45, 6:20, 6:55, 8:15, 8:45,
9:30, 10:45, 11:10, 12:00

% Accepted (PG - 13)
12:10, 1:10, 2:30, 3:30, 4:50, 5:50,
7:10, 8:20, 9:25, 10:35, 11:55

< Material Girls (PG)
11:35, 1:55, 4:20, 7:20, 9:45, 12:05

« Little Miss Sunshine (r)
11:45, 2:20, 4:55, 7:35, 10:00

< Step Up (pG - 13)
11:15, 12:25, 1:45, 2:55, 4:15, 5:25,
6:45, 7:55, 9:15, 10:20, 11:45

«+ Talladega Nights: The Ballad
of Ricky Bobby (PG - 13)
11:00, 12:15, 1:35, 2:50, 4:05, 5:20,
6:40, 7:50, 9:20, 10:25, 11:50

< World Trade Center (rG - 13)
11:20, 12:00, 12:50, 1:30, 2:15, 3:00,
3:40, 4:25, 5:10, 6:00, 6:35, 7:25,
8:00, 8:50, 9:35, 10:15, 11:00, 11:40

< Barnyard The Original
Party Animals (rg)
11:25, 1:40, 4:45, 7:00, 9:10, 11:20

% Pulse (PG - 13)
11:40, 12:55, 2:00, 3:35, 4:10, 5:55,
6:25, 8:10, 8:35, 10:40, 12:00

< Pirates Of The Caribbean:
Dead Man's Chest (rG - 13)
12:35, 3:45, 7:05, 10:20

% Zoom (PG)
11:05, 1:15, 3:25, 5:35, 7:45

< The Descent (R)
1:00, 3:20, 5:40, 8:05, 10:30

< Miami Vice (r)
1:05, 4:00, 7:15, 10:10

« Monster House (rc)
12:20, 2:45, 5:15, 7:30

< John Tucker Must Die (PG - 13)
7:15, 9:40, 12:10

¢ The Ant Bully (PG)
11:10, 1:25, 3:55

< The Night Listener (r)
9:50

% Little Man (pG - 13)
9:55

¢ The Devil Wears Prada (pG- 13)
11:50, 2:25, 5:00, 7:40, 10:15

G Material suitable for
general audiences

PG Parental discretion
may be advisable

R Under 17 must be
accompanied by adult
Parental guidance

13 & under

Persons under 17

PG-13

NC-17
will not be admitted
Wheelchair access

H Hearing impaired

NP No passes

All Movie Times Listed Start on Friday!
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