
The Pioneer A & E Thursday, May 10, 2007   3

C
A

LI
FO

R
N

IA
ST

AT
E

U
N

IV
E

R
SI

T
Y

E
A

ST
BA

Y
A

D
6.

44
” 

x 
10

.5
”

H E R B A L M E D I C I N E •  A C U P U N C T U R E •  M A S S A G E

Five BraNches Institute
College & Clinic of Traditional Chinese Medicine

3031 Tisch Way, 5PW, San Jose ■ 200 7th Avenue, Santa Cruz ■ (877) 838-6789 ■ www.fivebranches.edu

Career With A Future
Join the Fastest Growing Primary

Healthcare Profession

■ Hospital, patient and insurance needs exceed LAc’s available

■ 4-year LAc degree with career assistance and financial aid

■ #1 pass rate on board exams—top nationally accredited school 

■ Night and weekend or standard daytime degree plan

■ Strong clinical training with various minors and specialties

OPEN HOUSE DATES  
April 22, 1– 4pm ■ June 24, 1– 4pm

Fall 2007 semester begins August 27, 2007

September 30, 1– 4pm ■ November 11, 1– 4pm
Spring 2008 semester begins February 11, 2008

The Book Shop
Serving Independently Minded

Readers Since 1960.

Special Orders • New Books  
Buy • Sell • Trade 

Used Books

1007 B STREET, HAYWARD
(510) 538 - 3943

The Book Shop
Serving Independently Minded

Readers Since 1960.

Special Orders • New Books  
Buy • Sell • Trade 

Used Books

1007 B STREET, HAYWARD
(510) 538 - 3943

Summer is for fun!Summer is for fun!Summer is for fun!Summer is for fun!Summer is for fun!
Let us worry about your stuff.Let us worry about your stuff.Let us worry about your stuff.Let us worry about your stuff.Let us worry about your stuff.
Summer is for fun!Summer is for fun!Summer is for fun!Summer is for fun!Summer is for fun!
Let us worry about your stuff.Let us worry about your stuff.Let us worry about your stuff.Let us worry about your stuff.Let us worry about your stuff.

$25   Units (some restrictions apply)

No Commitment - Rent Storage Month to Month
10% Discount with Valid Student ID

Stop by or go online
to enter to win*

www.5Aspace.com

 *No purchase necessary, need not be present to win. Campaign expires 5/31/07, check our web site at  www.5Aspace.com
for Marriott TravelCard details.

HAYWARD
24700 Mission Blvd

(510) 581-6900
1-800-5A-SPACE
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By Joseph M. Sumbi
Staff Writer

harlotte’s Web” is a time-
less tale about finding com-

panionship, and on May 4, I had the 
pleasure of watching the Cal State 
East Bay’s spring family theater 
troupe bring the classic to life in the 
University Theatre.
	 E.B. White’s story of 
a pig named Wilbur and 
his friendship with a barn 
spider named Charlotte 
has been adapted several 
times for television and 
film, yet seeing the story 
in a live-action production 
makes the other versions 
pale in comparison.  
	 There were several 
families in attendance 
with children of all ages 
to take part on opening 
night. The size and make-
up of the crowd provided 
for an exceptionally inti-
mate atmosphere.  
	 The stage design and 
costumes were fashioned 
precisely to accompany the classic 
tale: the actors were dressed in over-
alls, jeans and T-shirts against the 
backdrop of a barnyard with a white 
picket fence and cardboard cutout of 
a cow.   
	 The director of the play was Ann 
Fajilan, who in her first year with the 
CSUEB Theatre Department was able 
to show she has a knack for children’s 
theater. Fajilan’s direction showed 
terrific style and excellent attention 
to detail.
	 The play began with Tatiana 
Soriano, a young girl who narrated 

“C

the story. Soriano did an excellent 
job as the storyteller but when she 
first entered the stage and began 
her narration, it was hard to hear 
her because of her gentle speaking 
voice.
	 The production crew soon recti-
fied the problem by providing Soriano 
with a microphone and a crew mem-

ber to sit with her as she read her 
lines.  
	 To portray the barnyard animals, 
student actors operated puppets of 
all sizes, giving the lifeless objects a 
great feeling of vivacity.   
	 The lovable Wilbur the pig was 
played by Seth Thygesen, whose 
energy and tone convinced me he 
really was a pig. 
	 When the audience was intro-
duced to the other barnyard animals, 
we were treated to several grand 
personalities.
	 Wearing a puppet on each hand, 
actor Nancy Wong played the goose 

and the lamb while actor Emmelie 
Turner played the gander and the 
sheep. They did a great job of main-
taining definite distinction between 
each of their characters’ voices and 
committing to each voice throughout 
the play.  
	 Other than Wilbur, the two 
characters that received the most 

reaction from the audience 
were Templeton the rat, 
played by Brian Turner, and 
Charlotte the spider played 
by Rachel Throesch. 
	      Turner executed his role 
as the pesky, wise-crack-
ing rat perfectly, giving 
the show great comedic 
relief. Whether it was a 
belly high-five shared with 
Wilbur or tending to his 
rotten egg, Turner was 
able to have his character 
connect with the audience 
perfectly.  
     Throesch also delivered 
a quality performance as the 
affectionate Charlotte. The 
audience was particularly 

attracted to Throesch’s character 
because she carried out her role while 
climbing up and down the set weav-
ing her web to save Wilbur. 
	 While the show was quite enjoy-
able there was one glaring flaw that 
detracted from the story.
	 In the early part of the play there 
was an annoying feedback noise 

transmitted from Throesch’s micro-
phone.  The noise was off-putting to 
some of the adults but the kids didn’t 
seem to mind much.
	 Once the crew recognized the 
problem with Throesch’s mike they 
soon turned it off and the audience 
was still able to hear and understand 
the dialogue.
	 Despite that one blemish on the 
night, when the moments were good, 
they ended up being great.  
	 There were several funny mo-
ments such as when Wilbur is forced 
to take his medicine and he refuses. 
Once it is forced in his mouth, he spits 
it out in a way that the children really 
got a kick out of. 

	 Yet the best moment of the night 
was when Thygesen runs into the 
audience to depict Wilbur running 
away from the barn.  
	 The genius of this event was hav-
ing Thygesen run past all the kids in 
the audience and having actor Larry 
Raboy, who played Mr. Zuckerman, 
and actor John Christian, who played 
Lurvy, run after Thygesen’s charac-
ter, which allowed the kids to interact 
with the actors.  
	 It appeared that all of the 
families had a great time and were 
genuinely engrossed with the per-
formance.  It was a good decision 
to have the story told without an 

Campus Drama Troupe Spins a Heartwarming Tale in "Terrific" Charlotte's Web

E.B. White’s story of a pig 
named Wilbur and his friendship 
with a barn spider named 
Charlotte has been adapted several 
times for television and film, yet 
seeing the story in a live-action 
production makes the other 
versions pale in comparison.

intermission as I think the breaks 
might have taxed the attention 
span of the children.
	 The entire night was very 
pleasant and amusing. As one 
mother said once the play was 
over, “It was very age appropri-
ate.” I couldn’t agree more. The 
older crowd did enjoy themselves, 
but the best part of the night was 
seeing and hearing the laughter of 
the kids in attendance.  
	 The CSUEB theatre production 
of Charlotte’s Web was a first-rate 
portrayal of an ageless master-
piece. A fantastic time was had by 
all.


